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BIG HIT 
I’m not the kind of person to 
write a letter that says a magazine 
was superb, but I’ve got to con- 
gratulate everybody who worked 
on your fabulous True Life Stories 
issue (The Wrestler Presents, 
Summer 1998). | have learned a 
lot about the athletes featured and 
hope these kinds of stories will 
become a permanent thing at 
London Publishing. | know | will 
never look at Dallas Page, Sunny, 
Chyna, and Jerry Lawler the same 

way again. 
LUC CHARBONNEAU 
Montreal, Quebec 
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The Personal Photo 
Albums Of The Store! 


: SEE... 
ii) Rey Misterio Jt, Without His Mask! 
Chyna Without Her Muscles! 


Sunny Without Her Clothes! 





London Publishing has received noth- 
ing but positive feedback from fans who 
have read our True Life Stories issue. 
The staff is honored that this issue has 
been so well-received. 


| just want to say, “Good job!” 
on your special True Life Stories 
issue. | just got my copy, and it 
was great! Who would have 
thought that cute, little Troy Martin 
would grow up to be violent, hard- 
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core Shane Douglas? 
Or that Larry Zbyszko 
got Bruno to train him 
by simply walking into 
his backyard and ask- 
ing him? Wrestling fans, 
if you haven't read a 
copy of this magazine 
yet, get one. 

If London Publishing 
ever does another one 
of these specials (and | 
hope you do), here are 
some of the wrestlers | 
would like to reed 
about: Sting, Vader, 
Sabu, and Perry Saturn. 
| would love to see how 
these guys looked as 
kids. 

ERIC HYDE 
DeKalb, IL 


True Life Stories 
was the best magazine 
London Publishing has 
ever put out. Bryan 
Ethier did a masterful 
job of making these 
larger-than-life charac- 
ters appear just as human as the 
rest of us. | was especially sur- 
prised to learn that Chyna was 
such a gregarious and humorous 
child. Her demeanor in the WWF 
is anything but that. 

| sincerely hope you guys con- 
tinue to produce these True Life 
Stories, because it puts a new 
slant on what we watch every 
Monday night. 

JEREMY FENNACE 
Winslow, TX 

[Editor's note: Our next edition 
of True Life Stories will appear in 
the The Wrestler Extra (Winter 
1998), on sale November 3.] 





Lex Luger still battles foes like Curt Hennig and 
Hollywood Hogan, but now he has Kevin Nash and 
Randy Savage on his side. That, says reader Anna 
Magellan, leaves Luger no room to criticize Scott 
Steiner for joining the NWO. 


HYPOCRITE? 

Will Lex Luger actually do 
something with his career now 
that he’s joined NWO Wolfpac? | 
sure hope so. Lex really petered 
out as a WCW lieutenant. Maybe 
“Big Sexy” and Sting can get him 
back on track. Lex certainly has 
more left than Hollywood Hogan 
or Bret Hart. | hope he can retire 
them once and for all. | hope the 
fans will not let Lex off the hook 
for criticizing Scott Steiner when 
he joined the NWO. To cheer 
Luger and boo “Big Poppa 
Pump” would be hypocritical. But 
then again, professional wres- 


tling is full of double standards, 
isn't it? 

ANNA MAGELLAN 

Tampa, FL 


R.1.P. JYD 

| heard that Junkyard Dog 
recently passed away. What a 
shame. JYD was the most excit- 
ing wrestler I've ever seen in my 
life. More importantly, though, he 
was a good guy. He always made 
time for his fans by signing auto- 
graphs and taking pictures with 
them. | have several autographed 
pictures with him myself. Al- 
though | never spoke to him 
about it, JYD seemed genuinely 
grateful for all the love he got 
from his fans and his great fame 
in the 1980s. He acted very hum- 

ble. May he rest in peace. 
BERNARD COLLINS 
New Orleans, LA 


; with @ young fan after 1 relationship 
as his accomplished cceer ain immortalize him, says 


HARDCORE HEROES 
When will the Dudley boys quit 
fighting Tommy Dreamer and The 
Sandman and challenge Rob Van 
Dam and Sabu for the ECW tag 
team title? Buh Buh Ray and D- 
Von are the biggest and baddest 
team in ECW. Van Dam and 
Sabu aren't nearly as hardcore as 
these guys. Bill Alfonso and his 
team wouldn't know what to do 
with “Big” Dick and Sign Guy run- 

ning around at ringside. 

MATT HARVEY 
Kissimmee, FL 


GIVE US AN “F” 
| am a long-time subscriber to 
THE WRESTLER, and | usually agree 
with most of what appears in the 
magazine, but | found plenty to dis- 
agree with in your “WWF Midyear 
Report” (September 1998). 
(Continued on page 50) 
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ITH MILLIONS OF TV 
viewers watching in as- 
tonishment, Paul Bearer 


was viciously beaten in his own 
living room by The Undertaker. 
The attack was so violent that 
Bearer was unable to leave his 
home for 10 days. He didn’t, how- 
ever, press charges against the 
man he used to manage. 

“It is my way of saying that the 
door is open for him to return to 
my domain,” Bearer told me in an 
exclusive phone interview. “I could 
have had him thrown in jail for a 
long time, but Kane and | are two 
very good-hearted people, and we 
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‘could not have 


half-brother with a priso {" 


good chance Undertaker will 
return to Bearer’s camp. At King of 
the Ring, it was Undertaker who 
bashed WWF World champion 
Steve Austin with a chair, 
enabling Kane to win the belt from 
him in a first-blood match. 

“Kane and | have our problems 
with each other,” Undertaker told 
the press afterward, “but | could 
not stand to see Austin go after his 
blood in good conscience, no mat- 
ter what he and Paul Bearer have 
done to me. And | couldn’t stand 
to see him set himself on 
fire (which he would have 


Now it looks to me like there’s a 








Beater, Undertaker said, “I 
don't see that happening.” 

Mankind, who is also managed 
by Bearer, told me he was “moni- 
toring the Kane, Uncle Paul, and 
Undertaker situation on a daily 
basis. Welcome aboard, brother 
Undertaker. Come down into the 
pit and enjoy life the way you were 
destined to enjoy it!” How pro- 
found! 

“Diamond” Dallas Page wants 
to silence all those critics who say 
he’s afraid to wrestle new WCW 
World champion Bill Goldberg. 
“The word fear is not in my 
vocabulary,” DDP said. “I have 


called Goldberg out already, and 


he hasn’t responded to me. You 
talk about fear—well, that’s proba- 
bly the word to describe what he 
feels when he thinks about getting 
into the ring with me. | have a lot 
of respect for what Goldberg has 
done. The man is on my list, but 
he ain’t my top priority. | got noth- 
ing to prove against him, and if | 
take on Goldberg, one ‘Diamond 
cutter’ and it’s all over.” 

A little tip for those of you antici- 
pating the release of the “PW/ 
500” on October 6. Goldberg's vic- 
tory over Hollywood Hogan didn’t 
make our job any easier! 

Rob Van Dam and Sabu are 
the new ECW tag team champi- 
ons after a wild match with Chris 
Candido and Lance Storm on 
June 27 in Philadelphia. “| am 
totally responsible for orchestrat- 
ing this victory and getting us 
those tag belts,” said their manag- 
er, Bill Alfonso. “They were 
friends, they were rivals, and | 
brought them back together as a 
perfectly oiled machine. Now Rob 
Van Dam is the TV champion, 





Van Dam and Sabu have the tag 
team belts, and all that’s left for us 
to get is Shane Douglas’ title. 
Keiji Muto is scheduled to don 
the face paint and again trans- 


form himself into The 
Great Muta on September 
7. This time, though, it will 
be for a special occasion. 
He’ll be teaming with his 
father, The Great Kabuki, 
who will be retiring after the 
match. 

“He will wear his tradi- 
tional Kabuki makeup,” 
said Muto, “and | will honor 
him with Muta face paint.” 
Their opponents hadn’t 
been determined as of 
press time ... Koji Kitao 
has retired after an 11-year 
career. Kitao, who also has 
experience as a sumo 
wrestler, will be trying his 
hand at promoting various 
sports events in Japan. 

After being beaten by 
1998 WWF King of the Ring 
Ken Shamrock back in 
June, the 1995 King of the 
Ring, Mabel, says he doesn't 
think he will stay in the WWF. 
“They knew | was badly injured, and 
they still forced me to wrestle him 
on my first night back,” he said. “I 
can't believe they did that to me.” 
(Continued on page 51) 
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with Steve 
Anderson 


When two of the most heinous men 
in wrestling happen to be Eric 
Bischoff and Vince McMahon, 
would you expect anything else? 
Funny thing is the fan favorites are 
the ones slipping through those 
loopholes. Stipulations mean noth- 
ing. Basic rules mean zilch. 

Promoters love to sell matches 
with certain stipulations attached to 
them—tlike “loser must unmask” or 
“loser leaves the federation forev- 
er,” but these stipulations are rarely 
enforced anymore, The importance 
of a match is lessened when the 
consequences are taken away. And 
fans feel cheated and are less likely 
to buy into the gimmick the next 
time around. 

Case in point number one: Vader 
wrestles Kane in a mask vs. mask 
bout at Over the Edge. The loser 
must relinquish his mask. Now that 
was interesting. We all wanted to 
see what the face of The Under- 
taker’s little brother looked like, so 
we pulled for Vader. But we 
would not find out on that night, 
as Kane beat Vader and made 
Vader tear his mask off. No, the 
features did not shock us, as 
Vader has always worn more of a 
“face jock” than a mask and fre- 
quently discards it in the heat of 
battle. 
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ULES, SCHMULES ... 
They mean so little in pro= — 


fessional wrestling today. 





We all got to see Vader unmasked after he lost to Kane at Over the Edge. But then, 
we had all seen him without a mask before. And he got to put the mask back on the 
next night. Some great match stipulation. 


The fact that he had recently 
undergone surgery to repair dam- 
age done to an orbital bone did not 
make his face look hideous. And 
the following night on Raw, there 
was Vader ... wearing his mask 
again. 

Case in point number two: Sable 
loses a match to Marc Mero at Over 
the Edge. The stipulation states that 
as a result of the loss, she must 
leave the WWF forever. Grass-root 
campaigns from within and outside 
the WWF start in full force. Reverse 
that decision, they say. Mero tricked 
Sable into thinking he was letting 
her pin him. A few weeks later, she 
is back, courtesy of Vince Mc- 
Mahon, waving to fans who are 


looking at anything but her hands, 

Even PWI Weekly gave Vince a 
“Yay” for bringing her back (it gave 
Sable a chance to get revenge on 
the nefarious Mero). Excuse me? 
That's just one of many rules that 
Vince has broken, and he gets offi- 
cial praise from this publishing 
company? 

Case in point number three: 
What happened to J.J. Dillon's edict 
over the power bomb? Now that 
The Giant is with the bad NWO and 
Kevin Nash with the good NWO, 
the WCW Executive Committee has 
seen fit to ignore the banning of the 
move altogether. Is it proof that 
Dillon was only protecting his then- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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By 
Harry 
Burkett 





Where’s Andy Rodriguez? My esteemed 

colleague will no longer be writing 
“Blindsided.” | have the distinct honor of 
inheriting his other columns as well, includ- 
ing PWI's.“Win, Lose; Or Draw” and Wrestle 
America’s “Newsline: WCW.” 


| were | know. You’re wondering, 


Like many of you, | have enjoyed Andy's” 
columns for years. Fortunately for us, he will 


still contribute feature stories to THE 
WRESTLER and its sister publications. 
In choosing a topic worthy of the col- 


umn's name, I’ve decided to discuss the 
most recognizable figure in the sport... and 
“blindside” you with an opinion that few of 


my journalistic cohorts share: 


Hollywood Hogan will triumph over NWO 


Wolfpac. 


That's right. The black and white will 


defeat the black and red, even though con- 


ventional wisdom says Hollywood's grip on. 


the WCW World title was 
tenuous at best. The — 
logic behind this theory 
was that every wrestler 
who had defected to The 
Wolfpac became a 
potential contender to his 
title. 

In reality, Kevin Nash 
and Randy Savage have 
always worked against 
Hogan behind the 
scenes. Now, instead of 
stabbing Hogan in the 
back, these men have 
been forced to reveal 
their true red and black colors. Then, of 
course, Hogan’s detractors rejoiced when 
Lex Luger and Sting joined NWO Wolfpac. 

At one time, Luger managed to wrest the 
WCW World title away from Hogan for five 
days, but that was it. Sting, who finally cap- 
tured the title after two bogus victories, 


dropped the belt to Savage after only two” 


months as champ, Sting’s poor showing as 
WCW flagbearer, despite Tony Schiavone’s 
shameless characterization of the “Stinger” 
as the greatest champion of our time, 
proved that 18 months of rafter-lurking was 
not worth the wait. 

Nash, Savage, Luger, Sting, and, oh, 
yeah, Konnan. Hogan has already proven 
he can handle Savage, Luger, and Sting. 
Konnan? | won't hold my breath. Nash is 
still an unproven commodity who has yet to 
face Hogan one-on-one. We all remember 
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Hogan has the power 





that Hogan survived The Giant's onslaught. 
And Nash has yet to prove that he’s better 
than that 7’4” chain-smoking wonder. 
There’s only one unifying factor within 
NWO Wolfpac: a passionate hatred for 


sHiogan. That just isn’t enough to cement the 


bonds within a wrestling supergroup. In fact, 
everyone in NWO Wolfpac seems iii-suited 


‘for the role. Nash, Savage, Luger, and Sting 


aren't bad boys by any stretch of the imagi- 
Mation. Gangsta rap music for Randy 


Savage? Luger, the epitome of a corporate 


wrestler, as a howling “wolfie"? Sting as a 
red-faced smart aleck? I’m only 26 years 
old, and I'd feel like an utter fool trying to act 
this hip. Maybe if these guys held up a con- 
Venience store, I'd buy into this “ga-ga,” as 


‘Hogan calls it. 


_ After scanning the ranks of the NWO’s 
febel faction, take a look at NWO Hollywood. 
The: Giant, to my understanding, has become 
a close friend of Hogan out- 
side the ring. Yes, The Giant 
split from Hogan once, but it 
seems that he made a con- 
scious decision to surround 
himself with allies who made 
him feel comfortable. Hogan 
offered that security. 

Scott Steiner, who con- 
siders himself quite a thes- 
pian these days, believes 
Hogan can help his film 
career. As long as Hogan 
proves useful, it’s doubtful 
“Big Poppa Pump” will 
betray him. 

The NBA’s Dennis Rodman, who seems 
quite compatible with Hollywood’s chic 
lifestyle, doesn’t spend enough time in 
WCW for a Wolfpac turn to be beneficial. 
Bret Hart, however, probably befriended 
Hogan just so he will lower his defenses. 
Rest assured that wed b KODWS this better 
than anyone. - 

And that brings us to “the source behind 
the force,” Eric Bischoff. Having the WCW 
president in your hip pocket never hurts. 

‘Despite what you're probably thinking, | 
am not a Hogan loyalist. | think he has 
brought dishonor to the WCW World title 
with his incessant scheming and. infrequent 
defenses. But at least Hogan, along with 
most of NWO Hollywood, is being true to 
himself. Each member of NWO Wolfpac, on 
the other hand, is merely a sheep in wolf's 
clothing. oO 
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Thumbs Up to Bill Goldberg. Just in case you thought this fierce competitor was 
only out for himself, he proved otherwise by putting his neck on the line and sav- 
ing former NFL roommate Kevin Greene from an attack by NWO Hollywood. 
Goldberg could have just stood by and watched while The Giant and Curt Hennig 
unleashed their assault, but he decided to join in, squarely putting himself at odds 
with the NWO’s evil clique. This isn’t the kind of behavior we had necessarily 
come to expect from a man who had run roughshod over his WCW competition 
and headed on a.one-man wrecking course 
to the top, but we were glad to see it. 






Thumbs Up to Sable. Let’s face it: That was an evil thing Marc Mero did when he 
made believe he was going to let Sable pin him at Over the Edge. As a result of the 
ruse and Sable’s pinfall loss to him, she was forced out of the WWF. But Vince 
McMahon—possibly acting on the wishes of millions of wrestling fans who want- 
ed her back—teinstated Sable, and now she’s doing what she does best: coming 
out to the ring and distracting Mero, who is keeping company with Jacquelyn these 

















days. Serves him right. Sable should never 
let Mero forget how his ego and selfishness 
destroyed their relationship. 


Thumbs Up to Chris Candido. Lance Storm is no longer with The Triple Threat; 
Candido, Bam Bam Bigelow, and Shane Douglas took care of that. But Candido 
and Storm were in an uncomfortable position over the past few months: They had 
to defend the ECW tag team title even though they hated each other. Well, rather 
than “tanking” the title, they defended it earnestly. And Candido has shown signs 
of maturing. He’s not bickering with Storm nearly as much as he used to, and he 





even patted Storm on the back and shook his 
hand after victories. It’s too bad they lost 
the belts to Rob Van Dam and Sabu just 
when they were starting to get along again. 





Thumbs Up to Chris Benoit. Very few people consider “Crippler” Chris a nice 
guy. But after Benoit lost his eight-match series to Booker T, he didn’t complain 
about the referees or claim Booker T got lucky. Instead, he told Booker T he was 
the toughest wrestler he had ever faced and assured him that if he ever needed 
somebody to watch his back, he’d be right there. Again, as in the case of Bill 
Goldberg, we’re surprised and pleased to see a wrestler putting himself on the line 
when he doesn’t have to. If by some chance you didn’t respect Benoit before, you 
certainly should do so now. 
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Thumbs Down to Elizabeth. And we thought Randy Savage was the unstable 
one in the Savage-Elizabeth relationship. Stupid us. The evil Elizabeth pulled 
off the double-cross of all-time when she left Savage and joined NWO 
Hollywood—basically the same group that has done its best over the past few 
years to destroy and humiliate her. Has she no shame? Has she no heart? How 
could she turn her back on Savage in such a heinous manner? Especially when 


it’s clear Hogan and his men are merely 
using her for their own purposes. Is that 
what Elizabeth wants to be—an NWO 
Hollywood pawn? 





Thumbs Down to Scott Steiner. Speaking of despicable, Rick Steiner’s estranged 
brother is really scratching the bottom of the barrel these days. He’s the lowest of 
the low. His attitude is the pits. He’s hanging out on movie sets with Hollywood 
Hogan, claiming he’s some kind of great actor, talking about how great he is, and 
acting arrogantly beyond belief. Funny thing, though: We haven’t seen Scott do 
much wrestling these days. In reality, what the NWO did was break up the 
Steiners, one of the best tag teams in the 
world. Scott, you were tricked. 





Thumbs Down to The Undertaker. It’s one thing to go head-to-head with Kane, your 
half-brother. It’s another thing to attack a weak manager like Paul Bearer, who has 
really done nothing more than shoot off his mouth. There’s no excuse for ’Taker’s 
vicious attack on Paul Bearer, including the especially violent one that took place 
during the “Hell In The Cell” match on Raw. Then, the following week, Undertaker 


want any part of a feud with Kane? Well, 
now he’s jumped head-first into the fray ... 
and landed on the wrong man. 





Thumbs Down to Brian Christopher. You want insecure? We’ ll give you insecure. 
We’ll give you Brian Christopher, who so far hasn’t been able to make it big in the 
big time, but has done a very good job picking on smaller wrestlers in the smaller 
promotions. Recently, Christopher attacked Kid Wikkid—his former friend and 
tag team partner—and destroyed his Power Pro Wrestling Young Guns trophy. 
Why would he do such a thing? “Because I felt like it,” Christopher said. 
“Because it was funny.” Fine. And we feel like telling Christopher he isn’t going 
to get anywhere by pulling stunts like these. 


raided Bearer’s house. Wasn’t it Undertaker who just several months ago didn’t 
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Baltimore, MD (Correspon- 
deni—Ray Ney): One would think 
that Roddy Piper and Randy 
Savage could get along long 
enough to wrestle one match 
against NWO Hollywood without 
bickering, but at The Great 
American Bash, they showed that 
they couldn’t. And Bret Hart and 
Hollywood Hogan, their opponents, 
took full advantage of this. 

From the opening bell, Piper 
and Savage squabbled over little 
things like who would start the 
bout against Hogan. When it was 
finally decided that the “Rowdy 
One” would, Piper immediately 
called for a timeout. As Hogan 
looked at Bret in disbelief, Piper 
attacked him from behind. But as 
Piper punched Hogan to the mat, 
The Disciple whacked Piper with 
the WCW World title belt. Hogan 
recovered, though, and gained the 
advantage on Piper. Hogan even- 
tually tagged in Hart, who contin- 
ued to punish Piper. 

The only real encouraging 
moment for Savage and Piper 
came when Bret attempted to head- 
butt Pipers stomach, only to have 
Savage cover Piper’s mid-section 
with a chair just before impact. 
Piper knew he desperately needed 
to tag in Savage, and he finally did 
after enduring several minutes of 
punishment. 

When Savage entered the ring, 
he bombarded both opponents 
with flying fists. However, as the 
“Macho Man” climbed the ropes to 
prepare to execute a flying elbow- 
drop, his injured knee gave out 
and he tumbled to the mat. Hogan 
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Bret Hart and Hollywood Hogan double-team Roddy Piper in the corner during The 
Great American Bash. Hart and Hogan worked well together against Piper and 
Randy Savage. That was one of the main reasons they won the match. 


took this opportunity to wrap 
Savage’s leg around the nearest 
ringpost, stretching the weakened 
knee. With Savage in excruciating 
pain, Bret entered the ring and 
applied his “sharpshooter” to get 
the submission win. 

After the match, Piper and 
Savage argued again as Gene 
Okerlund interviewed them. The 
two began brawling after Savage 
clotheslined Piper, and their con- 
frontation turned into an impromptu 
match. Piper took full advantage of 
Savage’s weakened condition and 
used a figure-four leglock to make 
Savage submit. 

In other bouts: Booker T pinned 
Chris Benoit ... Kanyon defeated 
Perry Saturn ... Chris Jericho de- 
feated Dean Malenko by disqualifi- 


cation ... Juventud Guerrera pinned 
Reese ... Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
pinned Eddy Guerrero ... Booker T 
pinned WCW TV champion Dave 
“Fit” Finlay to win the title ... WCW 
U.S. champ Bill Goldberg pinned 
Konnan ... Sting pinned The Giant. 


York, PA (Correspondent— 
Jeff Amdur): ECW fans at the York 
Fairgrounds expected to see a lot of 
exciting brawling, a lot of different 
weapons used, and quite a bit of 
bloodshed in the eight-man “ex- 
treme lottery” match pitting Spike 
Dudley, The Sandman, New Jack, 
and Tommy Dreamer against Jack 
Victory and Buh Buh Ray, D-Von, 
and “Big” Dick Dudley. They got all 
that and more. 

The Sandman’s name was 


picked to begin the bout, and he 
squared off against D-Von, who 
immediately swung a chair at him. 
Sandman retaliated by splashing 
him with beer, then caning him and 
throwing him out of the ring. For a 
moment, Sandman disappeared 
under the ring, but he quickly 
emerged with a ladder, which he 
threw into the ring. 

The next two lottery picks, Jack 
Victory and Buh Buh Ray Dudley, 
joined the fray and began pounding 
Sandman. As this was taking 
place, “Big” Dick, the next lottery 
pick, entered, making it four against 
one. After all of them placed the 
ladder on top of Sandman and 
stomped on him several times, Buh 
Buh suplexed Sandman onto 
the ladder. 

The next “lottery” pick was New 
Jack, although he, Tommy Dream- 
er, and Spike Dudley all hit the ring 
at about the same time. New Jack, 
of course, brought with him a trash 
can full of weapons. One of the first 
things he did was put the trash can 
over D-Von’s head so Dreamer 
could hit both the trash can and D- 
Von's head with the ladder. 

Later, Sandman put Buh Buh 
under the ladder and moonsaulted 
onto him. But “Big” Dick countered 
that by clotheslining the ladder 
onto Sandman, Dreamer, howev- 
er, knocked him down with the 
trash can. New Jack again got into 
the act by taking a cheese grater 
to Victory’s face, causing him to 
bleed profusely. “Big” Dick eventu- 
ally cost his team the match, 
though, when he attempted to 
charge into Spike with the ladder, 
because Spike saw him coming. 
He leaped off the top rope onto 
the ladder, then onto “Big” Dick for 
the pin. 

In other bouts: Chris Chetti 
pinned Danny Doring ... Super 
Nova & The Blue Meanie defeated 
Tracey Smothers & Little Guido ... 
ECW tag team champs Lance 
Storm & Chris Candido defeated 
Ax| Rotten & Mahoney ... Justin 
Credible pinned Jerry Lynn ... Bam 
Bam Bigelow pinned Mike Lozan- 


sky ... ECW TV champ Rob 
Van Dam pinned John Kronus 
... Sabu beat Mikey Whipwreck. 


Moorefield, WV (Correspon- 
dent—Timothy A. Walker): 
“Rock 'n’ Roll Kid” Bob Keller, 
a native of Martinsburg, West 
Virginia, knew most of the 
fans at this Championship Pro 
Wrestling card would be on 
his side as he battled the 
despised Honky Tonk Man. 
What he didn’t expect was to 
hear HTM and his manager, 
Spike Callahan, insult the 
crowd before the match 
began. 

When Honky Tonk suggest- 
ed that the match be canceled 
so that he could hold a concert, 
Keller became even more 
determined to beat him deci- 
sively. 

Keller took an early advan- 
tage on Honky Tonk Man and sent 
him scrambling outside the ring. 
Before the referee could complete 
his 10-count, Honky returned to the 
ring. He showed why many consid- 
er him to be one of the sneakiest 
rulebreakers in the sport when he 
unwrapped the tape from around 
his left arm and used it to choke 
Keller. The fans screamed at the 
referee, but he was unable to 
locate the tape when HTM hid it 
inside his mouth! 

With Keller down on the mat, 
Honky Tonk tried to wear him down 
with a series of armbars. Whenever 
Keller managed to get near the 
ropes, Honky resorted to choking 
him on the bottom rope while 
Callahan distracted the referee. 
When the referee turned his atten- 
tion back to the action in the ring, 
Honky Tonk quickly applied a tight 
chinlock. 

He tried to use the tape to 
choke Keller again, but Bob man- 
aged to work his way back to his 
feet and whip Honky into a corner. 
Keller followed that up with a 
series of closed fists to HTM’s jaw, 
then grabbed the tape and choked 
Honky Tonk! The fans went wild 





The sneaky Honky Tonk Man choked Bob Keller 
every chance he could when he battled him on 
a recent Championship Pro Wrestling card. 
Nevertheless, Keller found a way to pin him. 
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as he wrapped the tape around 
HTM’s neck. 

But just when it looked like 
Keller had HTM in serious trouble, 
Callahan climbed onto the ring 
apron and held him while HTM 
charged from across the ring. 
Keller escaped Spike’s grip, how- 
ever, and HTM collided hard with 
Spike, who fell from the apron to 
the floor. Finally, Keller rolled up 
HTM as the ref counted to three, 
giving Keller the biggest win of his 
career. 

In other bouts: Juggernaut won 
a battle royal ... Shane Shadows 
defeated Switchblade in a chain 
match ... Combat Kid pinned Jug- 
gernaut ... CPW heavyweight 
champ Major Mayhem pinned 
Mohammed Kane ... Diablos 
Macabre (with Doc Hollywood) 
pinned Middnite ... Carnage beat 
Okimono by disqualification ... The 
Masked Orderlies defeated Chain 
Gang | & The Pit Fighter. oO 
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The Outsiders in happier times. Kevin Nash still 
doesn't understand why Scott Hall attacked him at 
Slamboree, but he feels Dusty Rhodes had some- 
thing to do with it. 


: “This question is for Kevin Nash: 


‘Big Sexy,’ I’m a huge fan of 
yours, so naturally I was furious 
when I saw Scott Hall turn 
against you at Slamboree. I was 
just wondering what you intend 
to do about that rat in the fu- 
ture?”—Stacie Mynar, Rockdale, 
TX 

“I’m rarely at a loss for words, 
Stacie,” Nash muttered. “But 
this thing with Scotty’s got me 
pretty bummed out. I really 
don’t know what to say. I guess 
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he had to do what he had to do 
to get ahead, but I don’t see 
how going to war with ‘Big 
Sexy’ can help his career. I 
know better than anyone how 
friendships come and go in this 
business, but I just never 
expected it from Scott. Then 
again, he has Dusty Rhodes in 
his ear. Part of me wants to 
wipe Scott Hall out, but the 
other half would still love to 
have him in The Wolfpac. I 
don’t know, Stacie. Right now 
everything’s up in 
the air.” 
eee 
: “My question is for 
Luna Vachon: Luna, 
what’s it like travelling 
around with The 
Jackyl’s parade of 
human oddities? You 
have always been on 
the odd side, but camp- 
ing out with such gro- 
tesque individuals as 
these must freak even 
you out.”—Ed Ruiz, 
Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
: “First of all,” Luna 
sneered, “there is 
nothing odd = or 
grotesque about my- 
self or my business 
associates. Just be- 
cause we do not con- 
form to your stan- 
dards of beauty 
doesn’t mean we are 
any less human than 





you are. My friends are all de- 
cent people who have overcome 
years of humiliation and dis- 
crimination because of their 
physical deformities. They have 
beauty that narrow-minded, 
ignorant fools like you cannot 
see. Coming from the family 
that has produced a Mad Dog 
and a Butcher, I have been con- 
ditioned to accept things that 
are sometimes a little different 
than what most people are used 
to seeing. I guess lunacy is in 
my bleod.” 


e 
>: “I’ve got a question for Gene 


Okerlund: Gene, since Dean 
Malenko beat Chris Jericho at 
Slamboree and whipped him 
pretty good at The Great Amer- 
ican Bash, do you still consider 
him a ‘bonafide loser’?”—Steve 
Venetz, Lansdale, PA 


: “No, I don’t, Steve,’ Okerlund 


responded. “But to tell you the 
truth, I don’t think beating 
Jericho is any great feat for 
Dean Malenko. Dean Malenko 
uses his skills better than 
Jericho does, although, Jericho 
is a very talented wrestler. 
Dean Malenko has a ton of 
experience. Dean Malenko is 
regarded as perhaps the most 
focused wrestler in WCW, 
while most people around here 
think Chris Jericho is a flake. 
So given the advantages that 
Malenko has over Jericho, he 

(Continued on page 56) 
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5 By JonLane. 


HE JOURNEY BEGAN for 
Shawn Stasiak innocently 
enough. He was just a kid fol- 
lowing his father around like any 
son would. But when your father is 
a professional wrestler who makes 
his living making life miserable for 
the opposition, the path is like an 
endless trail blazed by Boy Scouts 
in search of wildlife. 

Many a passing day of Shawn's 
childhood was spent stuffed in the 
back seat of a car, U-Haul at- 
tached to the back, traveling thou- 
sands of miles across the United 
States and Canada. When your 
father is former WWF champion 
Stan Stasiak, the influence is 
omnipresent. The experience of 
hitting the road with his “old man” 
exposed young Shawn to the busi- 
ness and cultivated a passion that 
was innate from day one. 

Wrestling, he quickly learned, 
was a sport in which he could use 
his vast athletic skills and his cre- 
ativity. After all, the sport is about 
theatrics and image almost as 
much as it is about athleticism 
these days. 

“All my friends were going to col- 
lege on football scholarships,” 
Stasiak said. “I was the only wres- 
tler. That was my main love.” 

Upon Stan’s retirement from the 
circuit, the Stasiaks settled in 
Oakville, Ontario, a middle-class 
suburb of Toronto. There Shawn 
took to the amateur wrestling ranks, 
capturing the Ontario Champi- 
onships three years in a row while in 
high school, and finishing third and 
second in the Canadian National 
Freestyle Championships over two 
years. The success earned him a full 
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Take a look at Shawn 
Stasiak’s face and you 
immediately notice the 
resemblance to his famous 
father, Stan. Shawn hasn't 
yet decided whether he 
wants to use the heart 
punch, his father’s favorite 
finisher, 





The last name should sound familiar to 
long-time WWF fans. While Shawn 


Stan Stasiak, it’s important to him that 
he’s been able to make it on his own 


Es 








Stasiak is the son of former WWF champ 


Photos by Bill Apter 


wrestling scholarship 
to Boise State, where 
he advanced to the 
NCAA's Sweet 16 in 
his senior year. 
Shawn majored 
in communications 
with a concentration 
in audio and video. 
Stan pushed his son 
to earn a degree so 
he would have 
something to fall 
back upon in case a 
career in wrestling 
didn’t pan out. So 
far, however, it has. 
At one point, 
WCW invited him to 
train at its Power 
Plant facility, but all 
that time spent 
stuffed in the back seat traveling 
with his father taught him the 
meaning of loyalty and continuing 
tradition in the place where it all 


began. He wanted to make it in the. 


WWF. 

He got experience competing for 
a small promotion in Portland, 
Oregon, and at the suggestion of 
former WWF wrestler Matt Borne, 
he sent a package of still photos 
and videos to the attention of Bruce 
Prichard, the WWF's vice president 
of talent relations. Upon receipt, 
Prichard called to express interest 
in him. 

He signed with the federation 
last year. 

“He saw charisma,” Stasiak said. 
“He was impressed with the way | 
was built, my image, and some nat- 
ural raw ability that hadn’t even 
been coached yet. 

“Bruce saw | had the work ethic 
from the amateur ranks, too. He 
knows how tough it is. | fell short of 
some personal goals in amateur 
wrestling. | just want to make up for 
that here in the WWF.” 

Stasiak had also done some 
spots on the local news at Hal- 
loween, where he would paint his 
face and provide warnings to kids 
suggesting, among other things, 
that they not talk to strangers. He 


Shawn Stasiak applies a wristlock on Darren 
Drosdov (right), a hold Stan used on Chief 
Jay Strongbow some 21 years earlier 
(above). Stan died last year, but his influence 
on Shawn will last forever. 


used that footage to show the WWF 
his theatrical side. 

“They liked the image, but they 
thought it looked like a Sting or 
Ultimate Warrior, and they were 
trying to get away from that,” he 
said. 

Before you go assuming that 
Shawn, now 28, will be a nice, 
clean-cut, rule-abiding wrestler, 
remember those Stasiak genes. 
Throughout his tenure in the WWF, 
Stan Stasiak, who died last year (a 
year Shawn said was the toughest 
of his life), made his mark as a big, 
mean, brawling grappler who spe- 
cialized in beating the stuffings out 
of opponents with no regard forthe 
rules. 

With Shawn, the package is 
more diverse: He’s a 6'4”, 242- 
pound athletic, technically sound, 
high-flying competitor who, with all 
of 2'/2 months of WWF training 
under his belt, gave Val Venis all he 
could handle at an April Raw Is War 
dark match before losing to the 
WWF's X-rated Casanova. When 
he took on Darren Drosdov at a 
charity show at Madison Square 
Garden in June, he looked almost 
as mean as his father did when he 
wrestled in that famous arena. 

If you show him footage of that 
match with Venis today and he'll 





“rip it apart.” 

“There are so many things I’ve 
improved since then,” he said 
emphatically. 

He knows, of course, that he has 
a lot more to learn if he is to 
achieve is ultimate goal: becoming 
WWF champion someday. If that 
happens, he and Stan will be the 
first father-son duo to have held 
that belt. (Stasiak held the title nine 
days in 1973, beating Pedro 
Morales on December 1 and losing 
to Bruno Sammartino on December 
10.) Shawn is even considering 
using his father’s old heart punch 
as a finisher. His only concern is 
that the maneuver will be consid- 
ered too simple for today’s de- 
manding fans. — 

Such a decision doesn't have to 
be made now, though. His plan for 
the immediate future is simply to 
enjoy himself, continue learning the 
basics, and to compete on as many 
WWF cards as possible until the 
powers-that-be find a way to fit him 
into their plans. 

“Sometimes it’s hard to believe, 
you know?” Stasiak said. “I knew 
there’d be a time when I'd get an 
opportunity. It's funny how quick life 
goes by. | look and see the WWF 
logo, and I’m like, ‘I can’t believe 
I’m really here!” Oo 
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Chavo Guerrero Jr. dreamed of becom- 

ing a professional wrestler. Under the 
watchful eyes of his father, Chavo Sr., and two 
of his uncles, Hector and Mando, the young 
prospect learned to respect the rules, the fans, 
and his opponents. 

In six months, another uncle, Eddy Guerrero, 
was able to undermine a lifetime of lessons. 

Fans were shocked last year when Eddy 
Guerrero turned his back on his fans and began 
breaking rules. But while he may have lost fans, 
Eddy’s stock quickly rose in the federation. As 
the wins piled up and a few extra digits found 
their way onto his paychecks, Eddy offered his 
struggling nephew some advice: Forget the fans 
and cheat to win. 

Chavo resisted and instead challenged his 
uncle to a match. Eddy agreed, with the stipula- 
tion that if he were to win, Chavo would be 
forced to follow Eddy’s orders. If Chavo were to 
win, Eddy would return to his scientific ways. 
Eddy won. 

Since falling under his uncle’s influence, 
Chavo has become an entirely new person. 
Initially reluctant to take shortcuts, Chavo quickly 
began to embrace rulebreaking—to a violent 
degree. Eddy watched as his young, clean-cut 
nephew transformed into a maniac intent on 
showing his uncle that he is more than willing to 
“cheat to win.” The big problem for Eddy is that 
he is now intimidated by his nephew, who domi- 
nated and beat him at The Great American Bash. 

THE WRESTLER sent Contributing Writer Dan 
Murphy to meet with Chavo and to learn what 
happened to the humble, scientific high-flyer he 
used to be. 


Fecrer SINCE HE was a young boy, 


Q: 
A 


: Wait a second there, Dan. 


ae) 


Chavo, 1... 


Watch this. Look. I’ve got noth- 
ing in my hand, right? 


: I don’t see anything ... 
: Right. Now watch this. (Chavo 


quickly reaches into his left boot 
and produces a pair of brass 
knuckles. He holds them in the 
air for a moment, then returns 
them to his boot.) Bang! Just 
like that. Pow! I can knock 
somebody out and win a match. 
Incredible, isn’t it? 


: Chavo, you’ve really made an 
unbelievable transformation of 


late. A year ago, you wouldn’t 
have accepted a pinfall if you 
accidentally hooked your oppo- 


rulebreaking is the key to sna these days. 


A: 





Chavo leaps over Eddy during another intra-femily mateh. ‘Chavo claims that 


nent’s tights with a fingernail. 
Now you're sitting here showing 
me how you've perfected remov- 
ing brass knuckles from your boot 
in a fluid motion. What’s going 
on here? 

I’ve grown up. Iam a man now. 
I’m a Guerrero! When I was a 
boy, I learned things like sports- 
manship. Now I’ve learned how 
to be a winner. Winners don’t 
need rules. Eddy proved that, 
didn’t he? Isn’t Eddy proof that 
cheating pays? He’s my favorite 
wrestler, you know! 


: I can’t even tell if you’re trying 


to be sarcastic. Eddy is a great 
athlete whether he follows the 
rules or not. You're not as expe- 


like to teach his nephew a 
two. But why Is. Bou Seoialy 
afraid of Chavo now? 


rienced as your uncle, and you’re 
prone to more mistakes. Still, it 
seems as if Eddy is afraid of you 
these days. For you, is rulebreak- 
ing a way for you to try to make 
a name for yourself, or are you 
trying to make a statement to 
Eddy? 


: Your question is too long for me 


to bother answering. Let me say 
this, though. I don’t know what 
has happened to Eddy. I think 
J.J. Dillon is talking to him, try- 
ing to break up the Guerrero 
family tag team before we can 
even get started. Why else 
would Eddy run from me? I’m 
just his little nephew. I’m weak, 
and Eddy is so much better 
than me. But I’m learning, 
Eddy, I’m learning! 


: Do you really want to form an 


alliance with your uncle? 


A: What do you think? Why else 


would I be trying so hard to talk 
to him? He doesn’t return my 
phone calls, you know. The 
operator says he’s changed his 





Eddy sends Chavo cuit ai the ting the 
hard way—the same way he would 


lesson or 
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phone number, but I don’t 
believe that, of course, because 
Eddy wouldn’t do that without 
telling me. Still, when I go to his 
house, he’s always out. If I 
know Eddy, he’s negotiating 
title shots for the two of us. 
Don’t you agree? 

: Chavo, I really have trouble 
believing that such a small taste 
of rulebreaking has changed you 
so dramatically. Is this all a plot 
to throw Eddy’s rulebreaking 
back in his face, to show him how 
far from his family’s ideals he has 
strayed? 

: I’ve learned how to throw fire. I 
can’t wait to try that in the ring. 
Zap! 

: Um, Chavo? 

: Zap! Then—pow! To think I 
spent all those years learning 


oe ee 
a 


holds. Eddy, you’ve given me 
the key to greatness, Uncle! 
Cheat to win! Let me thank you, 
Eddy: Thank you, thank you, 
thank you! 


: Let’s forget about Eddy for a 


moment. Are you considering 
making a title run anytime soon? 


: Eddy won the cruiserweight 


title and the U.S. title. I think I 
can beat Booker T for the TV 
belt. I can beat whoever has the 
cruiserweight belt. Bill Gold- 
berg beat me a few times, but 
I’ve got him scouted now and I 
.. wait! No, I haven’t scouted 
anyone. That’s what I used to 
do. I used to study videotapes, 
and I used to be a loser ... un 
perdador. No, 1 hayen’t scouted 
anybody, but I think I can still 
win. Right, Eddy? 


takedowns and submission Q: If you could have a match against 
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With moves like this flying headscissors, FORA iain pave to rey on id 
breaking to score another win. : 


any WCW wrestler you'd like, 
who would it be? 


: Oh, that’s a tough one, Dan. I 


could beat Bill Goldberg and 
become the WCW World 
Heavyweight champion. Or I 
could start slowly by beating 
Dean Malenko or Chris Jericho 
to show I’m the best cruiser- 
weight in WCW. I could beat 
Booker T—zap! Pow! But you 
know what? I really want to 
wrestle Eddy again first. 1 want 
to learn more from him. 

So you admit this is all a mind 
game to get to Eddy? 

No, no, no, and in Spanish, no, 
no, no. | need no mind games; 
Eddy would wrestle me any 
day, and once he gets his tele- 


phone connected again, I’m 
sure he’d tell you the same 
thing. He’s so good at running 
away from an angry opponent 
and using the ropes for lever- 
age and pulling the hair and so 
forth. I can only learn from the 
great Eddy Guerrero. He is a 
master Luchadore, si? 


: Since you seem to have so much 


respect for your uncle, why is it 
that he seems to be running away 
from you? And why do you think 
he’s been in such a slump since 
you beat him at the Bash? 


: Oh, you do not understand 


Eddy’s ways, do you? Aha! 
Lesson number one: Always 
make people think you don’t 
want what you want. Pretend 


you’re innocent, then strike 
when no one expects you to. 
Eddy pretends he’s listening to 
all of those bigwigs at CNN, 
but that’s only so we can team 
up down the road. It’s a de- 
vious master plan. He’s doing 


just fine. Pow! 
: Chavo. I have to admit that 


you've got me confused me here. 


A: Let me make all things clear: 


> © 





Am I not on one of the biggest 
winning streaks in WCW? 


: Well, except for the losses to 


Goldberg, yes, you are. 


: Am I not young enough to 


become a major player in 
WCW in the near future and 
remain a major player for a 
long time? 


: Yes, you are. 
: And by using this (Chavo again 


produces the brass knuckles 
from his boot) and 
maybe some fire, or 
by pulling some 
tights and using the 
ropes for leverage, 
do you think I can 
become a champion 
in WCW? 

: I honestly think you 
can win either the TV 
or the cruiserweight 
belt, or maybe even 
the U.S. title. 

: Then keep an eye on 

Chavo Guerrero Jr. I 

have learned that for- 

eign objects win 
matches quicker than 
flying bodypresses. I 
have learned that 
WCW referees will let 
you get away with 
cheating if you are 
crafty enough. I have 
learned enough to 
become a champion. 

All I need now is 
another match with 
Eddy. Eddy! There is 
so much more I need 
to learn from you, 
and there is much 
more that I want to 
teach you! | 
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Taz has gained great renown in 
wrestling circles via his mastery 
9 of the suplex. But he can brawl, 
{= ( < too. His ability to blend the two 
Pe. styles has served him well in the 

‘ rugged ECW. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 
“This Taz is one mean son of a gun, but then 
again, you gotta be mean if you expect to survive 
in ECW for real long, right? Everybody knows 
that. But what many people overlook are Taz’ 
wrestling skills. They don’t call him a human 
suplex machine for nothing, daddy. You know, 
the Captain doesn’t have anything against chairs 
and tables, but you gotta love the way he uses his 
wrestling ability to beat up on those hardcore 
hooligans he sees all the time in ECW.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, “The Guiding Light,” has man- 


aged 13 different tag teams to a record 17 WWF 


World tag team titles. 





FABULOUS MOOLAH 
“In my opinion, darlin’, Taz is just plain nasty. | 
don’t think I’ve ever seen anyone as bitter or as 
miserable in all the years I've been in wrestling, 
and I've been around for quite a while. But if 
that’s how he keeps his edge, then more power to 
him. He won't make a whole lot of friends in the 
business with that attitude, but | can tell that 
friendship isn’t one of Taz’ pres Nobody said 
ou gotta like him, but a lot of those ECW fans 
tre him to death.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She now 
frains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 

“Taz might be the closest thing to the perfect 
wrestler there is. He is almost unbeatable on the 
mat and has enough snarl to handle himself in 
ECW. And what he Tacs in stature, he makes up 
for with heart. He's one of the most driven ath- 
letes in the sport, and inspiration is something 
even a great instructor like me can't teach. But 
Taz has gotta avoid injuries. He has to understand 
that taking a day off here and there to heal 
doesn’t make you a coward.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the history of the sport, runs a 
wrestling school in Malden, Massachusetts. 


OLE ANDERSON 

“It's reassuring to see that there are still some 
real men left in this sport today. Taz is a real man 
and a real throwback to the days when a wrestler 
came to the arena, took care of business, and 
then left. I’m not too sure what all this 
‘uncrowned champion’ stuff is about, but Taz 
seems frustrated. Frustrated by all the politics and 
boardroom red tape he has to climb through to 
get a shot at the ECW belt. | can certainly under- 
stand how he feels about that.” 


Ole Anderson, a five-time former NWA World tag 
team champion and ras) member of The Four 
Horsemen, has been retired for several years. 





HARLEY RACE 

“Sure, Taz can perform a suplex or two, but how 
many variations do you really need in an organi- 
zation where the most scientific maneuver is 
swinging a chair? Everybody makes a big deal 
about his temper, but as far as I’m concerned, 
that temper of his has gotten in his way. Look at 
how he handled that beef with Shane Douglas. 
Completely unprofessional. Does he really think 
ECW will reward him with a title shot now? He can 
be his own worst enemy sometimes.” 


Harley Race, an eight-time NWA World champion, 
has also managed top stars like Lex Luger and 
Big Van Vader. 





PAUL ORNDORFF 

“Taz has a ton of scientific skill and the heart of a 
champion, but he must get a grip on his emotions. 
It seems like he’s always in the middle of some 
pointless feud. Taz needs to learn patience and 
discretion. Maybe he should think twice before 
taking on The Triple Threat all at once. He's been 
banged up lately, and that's a direct result of his 
feuds with Bam Bam Bigelow, Chris Candido, and 
Shane Douglas. Sometimes Taz is a bit too tough 
for his own good.” 


Former WCW TV and World tag team champion 
Paul Orndorff retired from active competition 
after suffering a neck injury in December 1995. 
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[Editor’s note: Mike Quackenbush, 
currently a co-holder of both the 
Pennsylvania Championship Wres- 
tling tag team and six-man tag team 
titles, files reports every other month 
on the life of a young wrestler seeking 
to make an impact on the sport. In 
this issue he discusses in depth the 
unusual bond that exists between all 
independent wrestlers. ] 


NE OF THE bad things about 
being a professional wrestler is 
that you generally don’t get 
much time to relax. Yet few feelings are 
as comforting as the one I experience 





26 The Wrestler 


whenever I walk into a locker room 
filled with my partners and friends. 
More than members of any college fra- 
ternity or intramural sports team, pro- 
fessional wrestlers are bound by an 
unspoken bond. It is a camaraderie that 
instantly puts us at ease with each other, 
allows us to let our guards down, and 
lets us just be ourselves. 

Although there are always wres- 
tlers who don’t see eye-to-eye (for 
any number of reasons), the average 
independent locker room is a spot to 
put differences aside. 

We aren’t simply talking about the 
guys in the “other locker room” when 





we convene for a card. We get a 
chance to joke around with each other, 
trade stories of life on the road, and 
catch up with the people that become, 
over time, our surrogate family. When 
you're on the road every weekend, it’s 
comforting to know that regardless of 
the final destination, there will be a 
room full of familiar faces waiting for 
you when you get there. 

It’s these people—the ones you see 
week in and week out—that come to 
be your brothers in wrestling. And it’s 
not simply because these men are 
your tag team partners and cronies. 

Is it because you trust these men to 











watch your back? Maybe. 

Is it because these men have 
helped you out of a predicament in 
the ring? Maybe. 

Mostly, though, these men come to 
be your brothers because they share 
with you the unique, wonderful, and 
bizarre experience that is professional 
wrestling. 

We are bound by a certain com- 
mon area of knowledge that very few 
people in the world can ever under- 
stand. We all share in the thrill of vic- 
tory or poetic justice, and we all know 
the feelings of betrayal or defeat. We 
can all laugh at stories of mishaps and 
practical jokes and marvel at each 
other’s accomplishments and amazing 
feats. We can appreciate these things 
because we have all experienced the 
same kinds of things first-hand. 

There is one thought that under- 
scores the idea of brotherhood 
amongst wrestlers. Simply put, 
wrestlers who have a true passion for 
their craft only really feel like they 
are living life to the fullest when they 
are in the ring. Somehow, those of us 
who do it all for the thrill of the match 
only feel alive when we climb 
through the ropes to the approval (or 
disapproval) of the fans. We live our 
lives in anticipation of the next time 
we can spend just a few moments in 
the spotlight, competing in the grand- 
est sport of all. 

It is for those few minutes that we 
are willing to spend countless hours 
driving from state to state and willing 
to sacrifice time with our real families 
and our friends. 

No athletes in the world work as 
hard for as little as independent 
wrestlers do. We log hundreds, some- 
times thousands, of miles to put our 
safety and well-being on the line. We 
are compensated with a small fraction 
of the profits our matches produce 
and are frequently insulted and put 
down by self-styled “critics” who can 
barely grasp the smallest iota of what 
we endure. We allow ourselves to be 
exploited and justify it to ourselves as 
the price we pay to pursue our 
dreams. 

Every athlete on the independent 
scene has withstood some form of 


mistreatment or abuse because he felt 
it would help him on the way to real- 
izing his dreams. Not everyone in 
wrestling is out to win a belt or have 
the likeness of his face printed on a T- 
shirt. Some wrestlers do it for the 
chance to be the center of attention. 
Some do it for the money. Some for 
the acclaim, 

Maybe there are those who wres- 
tle because they want to be a role 
model for others, and maybe there 
are those don’t know anything else 
but wrestling. Whatever the reason, 
we are brought together to satisfy a 
need we all have—a need to entertain 
and compete. 

When we are all together in the 
locker room, though, it is our differ- 





ences that make us individuals and the 
similarities that make us brothers. We 
hail from all walks of life and come 
from all sorts of backgrounds, yet we 
are bound by common experiences, 
goals, and dreams. Not just anyone 
has what it takes to become a profes- 
sional athlete, and no one knows it 
better than the stars of the indepen- 
dent scene. 

I think we all take a certain mea- 
sure of comfort in surrounding our- 
selves with others who have also for- 
saken most semblances of a normal 
life to reach toward the big time. It is 
this comfort, coupled with the trust of 
our friends and the respect of our 
peers, that turns a group of so-called 
“independents” into a brotherhood. [_) 
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RAGIC IS THE only way 
to describe cent 
death of, Junkyard Dog, 


one of professional wrestling’s 
most popular figures. JYD met 
an untimel end when he 
crashed his ear into a concrete 
structure near Forest, Missis- 
sippi,son June 2, after falling 
asleep behind the wheel. He was 
45 years old. ! 

Sylvester Ritter (JYD’s birth 
name) got his start in profes- 
sional wrestling after being cut 
from the Charlotte franchise of 
the World Football League in 
1977. JYD competed in Mem- 
phis and Calgary before head- 
ing to New Orleans, where he 
became an instant hit with the 
fans while wrestling for 
“Cowboy” Bill Watts’ Mid- 
South Wrestling. 

Weighing 260 pounds and 
capable of bench-pressing more 
than 500 pounds, JYD was “meaner 
than a junkyard dog” inside the ring 
but beloved by the New Orleans fans 
who cheered his “Big Thump” power- 
slam and theme song, “Another One 
Bites The Dust.” 

But nothing endeared JYD to those 
fans more than his courageous victory 
over Michael Hayes at the Superdome 
on August 2, 1980. Weeks after being 
attacked by The Freebirds and blind- 
ed by a toxic substance. Dog, 
attached to Hayes by a chain and dog 
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collar and wearing patches and gog- 
gles over his eyes, scored a pinfall 
victory and was later voted Inspira- 
tional Wrestler of the Year. 

Junkyard held the Mid-South 
North American title (four times), 
American heavyweight title, Mid- 
South tag title, and the Canadian 
heavyweight championship before 
signing with the WWF in 1984. 

JYD’s tenure in the WWF—during 
the rock ’n’ wrestling era of the mid- 
’80s—lifted him to worldwide fame. 


JYD cartoons and merchandise 
were everywhere as he was fea- 
tured on many of the WWF's 
early supercards and spinoff 
ventures. He beat Interconti- 
nental champ Greg Valentine 
by disqualification at the first 
WrestleMania and was fea- 
tured on the premiere of NBC’s 
Saturday Night’s Main Event. 
JYD battled alongside fan 
favorites such as Tito Santana, 
Andre the Giant, and Rick 
Steamboat against the likes of 
Terry Funk, Adrian Adonis, 
and Don Muraco. 

However, he never won a title 

in the WWF and faded out of the 
national spotlight after losing to 
™) Harley Race at WrestleMania III 
/ on March 29, 1987. 
Dog resurfaced in 199] and 
§ battled WCW champ Ric Flair 
during his stint in that federa- 
tion (he won the WCW six-man 
tag title with Tommy Rich and Rick 
Morton while there) and won the 
USWA title from Eddie Gilbert in 
1992. Though he wrestled occasional- 
ly on the independent circuit right up 
until the time of his death, the USWA 
belt was the last major title he would 
hold. He did make an appearance on 
May 3 at ECW’s Wrestlepalooza pay- 
per-view in Marietta, Georgia, where 
he was honored by ECW as a hard- 
core legend. We honor him now in 
our “Spotlight.” 





October 1983: Junkyard 
Dog applies a chinlock 
on AWA champ Nick 

1. Although 


opponents within min- 
utes, the cagey Bock- 
winkel proved to be a 
much greater challenge. 


August 1980: Though still 
blinded from a heinous 
assault by Michael Hayes, 
Junkyard Dog challenged 
the Freebird to a dog-collar 
chain match within a cage. In 
what will be remembered as 
the most courageous effort 
in the sport's history, JYD 
pinned Hayes in 11:20. 


April 1983: Fans in New 
Orleans knew about JYD's 
“Big Thump” powerslam 
years before he brought it to 
the WWF. After this match In 
Houston, Kendo Nagasaki 
knew about It as well. 


March 1985:J¥YD puts the 
squeeze on WWE IkC champ 
Greg Valentine at the first 
WrestleMania. Although 
Junkyard Dog was always 
immensely popular, he 
became nternational 
star in the WWF. - 


January 1984; JYD slugs: it out with Butch 
Reed in a dog-collar match. Jealous that 
Mid-South fans voted JYD their. favorite 
wrestler, Reed turned against JYD, ignit- 
ing a bitter feud. 


March 1992: JYD dumps Steve Austin 
into a box during a WCW bunkhouse 
tag match. WCW was the last stop for 
Junkyard Dog before he won the 
USWA title from Eddie Gilbert. 
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SEPTEMBER/OCTOB ER 


1973 


WWF RECORD was set 
Aves Prof. Toru Tanaka 
and Mr. Fuji defeated 
Haystacks Calhoun and Tony 
Garea for the federation’s tag 
team title in Philadelphia on Sep- 
tember 11. The victory marked 
the first time a team had become 
two-time champions ... Calhoun 
was the special referee as WWF 
titlist Pedro Morales baitled 
George “The Animal” Steele in a 
cage match in Boston. Despite 
Steele’s use of a foreign object, 
Morales staggered his bloody 
rival with punches and walked 
through the cage door victoriously 
. In St. Louis, 
Harley Race beat 
Gene Kiniski for the 
Missouri State title 
on October 13. This 
began Race’s sec- 
ond reign as state 
champion; he’d won 
a tournament in 
1972 for his initial 
title ... NWA Presi- 
dent Sam Muchnick 
announced a num- 
ber of rule changes 
that he hoped would 
make the sport 
safer. Among them 
were immediate dis- 
qualifications for low 
blows, striking the 
referee, and throw- 
ing an opponent 
over the top rope ... 
Wrestling fans clam- 
ored for top con- 
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tender Chief Gay es arearttl to 
get a WWF title shot ... Claiming 
he wanted to personally gauge 
the effectiveness of the sport's 
most dangerous maneuver, 
Senior Editor Bill Apter was a will- 
ing victim of Stan Stasiak’s heart 
punch. After Apter had been 
rushed to the hospital, Stasiak 
said, “Of course | didn’t punch 
him as hard as | can. The last 
thing | need on my hands is a 
dead reporter.” Apter was held 
overnight for observation and 
released the next day ... In Los 
Angeles, fans watched on TV as 
Dr. Bernhardt Schwartz stitched 
Victor Rivera’s face after a match 
with “Maniac” John Tolos. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Jack 





Brisco; 2—Harley Race; 3—Terry 
Funk; 4—Dory Funk Jr.; 5—The 
Sheik; 6—Bruno Sammartino; 7— 
Lou Thesz; 8—Johnny Valentine; 
9—Pat Patterson; 10—Bobby 
Shane. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
Gagne; 2—Superstar Graham; 
38—Billy Robinson; 4—Wahoo 
McDaniel; 5—Ivan Koloff; 6— 
Crusher; 7—Geoff Portz; 8—Ken 
Patera; 9—Reg Parks; 10—Larry 
Heinimi. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Pedro 
Morales; 2—Chief Jay Strongbow; 
3—Blackjack Lanza; 4—Stan 
Stasiak; 5—Haystacks Calhoun; 
6—Tony Garea; 7—Prof. Toru 
Tanaka; 8—Mike McCord; 9—Mr. 
Fuji; 10—Manuel Soto. 








NWA President Sam Muchnick was a busy man during the fall of 1973. He was eager to do as much 
as he could to make his promotion safer. 


—DidaCKr 
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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 


1978 


N NEW ZEALAND, Toru Tanaka 





was disqualified in his bout with 

Peter Maivia after delivering a 
low blow ... Tully Blanchard, son 
of former wrestler and promoter 
Joe Blanchard, entered the pro 
ranks after finishing his studies at 
West Texas State University ... 
Dusty Rhodes, another West 
Texas State graduate, was ranked 
in both the WWF and the NWA. 
He managed to unmask The 
Golden Terror before 20,000 at 
Madison Square Garden ... Brash 
newcomer Adrian Adonis chal- 
lenged fans to pin his shoulders to 
the mat for a $5,000 prize ... 
Wahoo McDaniel campaigned for 
both the NWA and AWA World 
titles ... Rocky Johnson and The 
Sheik battled to a gruesome dou- 
ble-disqualification in Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee ... Ivan 
Koloff held an impromptu press 
conference in his hotel room to 
announce that Mr. Wrestling II 
was indeed Bob Backlund; he 
was, of course, wrong ... Ernie 
Ladd returned to the WWF not to 
challenge Backlund for the federa- 
tion's World title, but to battle for- 
mer nemesis Bruno Sammartino 
... AWA officials caught Bobby 
Heenan handing World champion 
Nick Bockwinkel a foreign object 
and levied a strong fine ... Greg 
Gagne and Jim Brunzell were 
stripped of the AWA tag team title 
after Brunzell broke a leg in a 
charity softball game. The belts 
were awarded to top contenders 
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Pat Patterson and Ray Stevens got their hands on the AWA World tag team belts in 


the fall of 1978, but they didn’t have to do much to get them. 


Pat Patterson and Ray Stevens. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Harley 
Race; 2—Dusty Rhodes; 3—Rick 
Steamboat; 4—Ric Flair; 5—Jack 
Brisco; 6—Ken Patera; 7—The 
Spoiler; 8—Dick Slater; 9—Dory 
Funk Jr.; 10—Bruiser, 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 2—Verne Gagne; 3—Ray 
Stevens; 4—Billy Robinson; 5— 
Crusher; 6—Bob Orton Jr.; 7—Jim 
Brunzell; 8—Greg Gagne; 9— 
Larry Hennig; 10—Mighty Igor. 

WWE RATINGS: 1—Bob Back- 
lund; 2—Ivan Koloff; 3—Dusty 
Rhodes; 4—Superstar Graham; 
5—Victor Rivera; 6—Dino Bravo; 
7—Luke Graham; 8—lvan Putski; 
9—Spiros Arion; 10—Stan Stasi- 
ak. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Baron Von 
Raschke & Greg Valentine; 2— 
The Yukon Lumberjacks; 3—Ray 
Stevens & Pat Patterson; 4—Paul 
Jones & Rick Steamboat; 5—Jack 


& Jerry Brisco; 6—Mr. Sato & Mr. 
Saito; 7—Greg Gagne & Jim 
Brunzell; 8—Steve Keirn & Mike 
Graham; 9—Blackjack Lanza & 
Bob Orton Jr.; 10—Chavo & Hec- 
tor Guerrero. 


SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 


1983 





NE OF THE most contro- 
Over managers in wres- 

tling history, The Grand 
Wizard, died on October 172 ... 
Shortly after winning the Georgia 
title from Larry Zbyszko, Brett 
Wayne revealed that Buzz Sawyer 
was his brother ... Bob Orton and 
Dick Slater collected a $25,000 
bounty from Harley Race for attack- 
ing Ric Flair and putting him in the 
hospital. Flair later announced via 
videotape that his injuries were 
forcing him to retire, but it was a 
ploy; he ran from the dressing 
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room swinging a baseball bat at 
Orton and Slater during their tag 
team match ... Flair also traveled 
to Puerto Rico and nearly defeat- 
ed Pedro Morales for the WWC 
North American title ... The Flori- 
da title changed hands three times 
in three days: Barry Windham 
beat Jos LeDuc in Sarasota on 
September 17, LeDuc regained it 
in Orlando on the 18th, and Wind- 
ham got it back in West Palm 
Beach on the 19th ... Blackjack 
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Lanza had a falling-out with his 
manager, Bobby Heenan, after 
Heenan accidentally hit Lanza 
with brass knuckles during a 
match against Greg Gagne ... 
Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka wrestled 
two matches in one night in St. 
Louis, Missouri. In a tag team con- 
frontation, he teamed with Dick 
the Bruiser to face Killer Karl 
Krupp and Blackjack Mulligan; in a 
singles match, his opponent was 
Roger Kirby. During both matches 


If Jimmy Snuka would have stuck 
CoM Urctiale Milerclellolenc-mecler-llit ims (ele (os 
Kirby during a 1983 match in St. 
Louis, he might have had a 
chance to defeat him. 





Snuka performed the “Superfly” 
leap, and both times he was dis- 
qualified; the move was illegal in 
Missouri at the time. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Harley 
Race; 2—Greg Valentine; 3— 
David Von Erich; 4—Barry Wind- 
ham; 5—Brett Wayne; 6—Rufus 
R. Jones; 7—Mike Rotundo; 8— 
Ric Flair; 9—Tommy Rich; 10— 
David Shultz. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 2—Hulk Hogan; 3—Mad 
Dog Vachon; 4—Rick Martel; 5— 
Brad Rheingans; 6—Mr. Saito; 
7—Ken Patera; 8—Billy Robinson; 
9—Greg Gagne; 10—David 
Shultz. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob Back- 
lund; 2—Masked Superstar; 3— 
Don Muraco; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 
5—Sgt. Slaughter; 6—Tito San- 
tana; 7—lron Sheik; 8—Tony 
Atlas; 9—Rocky Johnson; 10— 
Ivan Putski. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Jack & Jerry 
Brisco; 2—Ken Patera & Crusher 
Blackwell; 3—The Road Warriors; 
4—The Freebirds; 5—Elijah 
Akeem & Kareem Muhammad; 
6—The Samoans; 7—Butch Reed 
& Jim Neidhart; 8—Steve Keirn & 
Stan Lane; 9—The Masked 
Medics; 10—Rick Steamboat & 
Jay Youngblood, 


SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 





E SAMOAN SWAT Team 

lost the World Class tag team 
title to Steve Cox and Mi- 
chael Hayes on September 16— 
then regained it three days later ... 
Peter Maivia Jr. and Mando Guer- 
rero, managed by Prof. Toru Tana- 
ka, won the ACCW tag team title 
from The Lords of Discipline on 
September 24. On the same card, 
Mando’s brother Chavo won the 
All-California Championship 
Wrestling title from “Wildman” Jack 
Armstrong ... Veteran promoter 
Leroy McGuirk, a world junior 
champion in the 1940s, died on 
September 9 ... Hulk Hogan 
caused a controversy by wearing a 





motorcycle helmet emblazoned 
with the word “Hulkster” during 
matches The Midnight 
Express, Stan Lane and Bobby 
Eaton, defeated Arn Anderson 
and Tully Blanchard on Septem- 
ber 10 to capture the NWA 
World tag team title. Soon there- 
after, Anderson and Blanchard 
left for the WWF, with Anderson 
declaring The Four Horsemen's 
dynasty over ... Midget wrestler 
Tom Thumb died on October 16 
at age 27 following an auto acci- 
dent ... Learning The Ropes, a 
syndicated sitcom starring Lyle 
Alzado and featuring prominent 
NWA stars, premiered ... Ten- 
sion started to build inside the 
Hogan-Elizabeth-Randy Savage 
alliance ... Tom Prichard won 
the vacant CWF heavyweight 


title by defeating Tony Anthony § . 
in a tourney final on October 3 


... The Road Warriors, managed 


by Paul Ellering, ended The Mid- | = 


night Express’ short reign as 
NWA tag team champs on Octo- 
ber 29 ... Andre the Giant 
passed out in fear after Jake 
Roberts threw his snake, 
Damien, at him. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric 
Flair; 2—Barry Windham; 3—Lex 
Luger; 4—Sting; 5—Dusty 
Rhodes; 6—Siteve Williams; 7— 
Nikita Koloff; 8—Mike Rotundo; 
9—Rick Steiner; 10—Bam Bam 
Bigelow. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Jerry 
Lawler; 2—Ronnie Garvin; 3— 
Kerry Von Erich; 4—Greg Gagne: 
5—Wahoo McDaniel; 6—Manny 
Fernandez; 7—Col. DeBeers; 8— 
Sgt. Slaughter; 9—Soldat Ustinov; 
10—Mando Guerrero. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Randy 
Savage; 2—The Ultimate Warrior; 
38—Andre the Giant; 4—Hulk 
Hogan; 5—Ted DiBiase; 6—Bad 
News Brown; 7—King Haku; 8— 
The Honky Tonk Man; 9—Jake 
Roberts; 10—Brutus Beefcake. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Road 
Warriors; 2—Demolition; 3—The 
Midnight Express; 4—Pat Tanaka 
& Paul Diamond; 5—The Fantas- 





Bobby Eaton eventually got the better of Arn 
Anderson when the two clashed in a tag team 
match on September 10, 1988. Eaton and Stan 
Lane beat Arn and Tully Blanchard for the 
NWA tag belts. 


tics; 6—The British Bulldogs; 7— 
Jacques & Raymond Rougeau; 
8—The Hart Foundation; 9—The 
Samoan Swat Team; 10—The 
Rock 'n’ Roll RPMs. 


SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 





1993 


ID VICIOUS AND Arn 
GS pcerson engaged ina 

bloody brawl at a hotel in 
Blackburn, England, on October 
28. Anderson suffered 20 stab 
wounds from a pair of scissors 
and was subsequently suspended 
by WCW; Vicious received four 
puncture wounds and was eventu- 
ally fired ... Shane Douglas won 
his first ECW heavyweight title 
after champion Tito Santana failed 
to appear in Roanoke, Virginia, on 
September 9 for their title match. 
Douglas didn’t stay on top for very 


long, however, as Sabu beat 
“The Franchise” at the ECW 
Arena on October 2 ... The 
Quebecers ended Rick and 
Scott Steiner’s second WWF 
World tag team title reign by 
beating the brothers in a match 
contested under “Province Of 
Quebec” rules (meaning the 
belts could change hands on a 
countout or disqualification) on 
September 13 ... Lord Steven 
Regal defeated WCW TV 
champ Rick Steamboat for the 
belt at Fall Brawl in Houston on 
September 19 Shinya 
Hashimoto beat The Great 
Muta for the IWGP heavy- 
weight title in Nagoya, Japan, 
on September 20 ... Razor 
Ramon beat Rick Martel for the 
WWE I-C belt on September 27 
in New Haven, Connecticut, 
after a 20-man battle royal to 
determine the top two con- 
tenders. WWF President Jack 
Tunney had stripped Shawn 
Michaels of the title earlier for 
“failing to meet certain contrac- 
tual obligations” ... Terry Funk 
beat Sabu for the ECW TV title 
in Philadelphia on October 1 ... 
2 Cold Scorpio and Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell knocked off 
WCW World tag team champs 
The Nasty Boys for the title on 
October 4 in Columbus, Georgia, 
but lost it back to them on October 
24 at Halloween Havoc ... Mexi- 
can wrestler Oro suffered a brain 
aneurysm during a six-man tag 
match at Arena Coliseo in Mexico 
City, Mexico, on October 26. The 
match progressed to the second 
fall before doctors removed Oro 
from the ring and pronounced him 
dead ... The Moondogs and The 
Dogcatchers continued their see- 
saw battle for USWA tag team 
supremacy by trading the belts 
twice during the week of Septem- 
ber 6. Moondog Spike and Mike 
Anthony put a stop to the lunacy 
by defeating The Dogcatchers on 
October 4 in Memphis. 
WCW RATINGS: 1—Big Van 
(Continued on page 57) 
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INMcMAHON AND 
N’S GAME OF 
L CHESS... 
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Vince McMahon may have drafted Dude Love as 
his pawn (left), but after being knocked uncon- 
scious during the Over the Edge main event, he 
found himself forced to declare his own charge a 
loser at the hands of Steve Austin (below). 


ei 
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As Love holds Austin in a 
camel clutch, McMahon 
takes the opportunity to 
send a little verbal abuse 
“Stone-Cold’s” way. 


The a 








fans, McMahon knew he was 
headed for uncharted waters. 
Steve Austin is unlikely to be invit- 
ed to appear on The Tonight 
Show. Don’t hold your breath wait- 
ing for “Stone-Cold” to emcee the 
WWF Hall of Fame dinner. De- 
finitely don’t expect Austin to dedi- 
cate his matches to all his “little 
rattlesnakes.” 

The WWF has had its share of 
rulebreaking champions before, 
but those were men whose princi- 
ples made them hated by the fans. 
Austin, despite (or perhaps, be- 
cause of) his penchant for beating 
up referees, using off-color lan- 
guage, and breaking every damn 
rule he can think of, is the most 
popular wrestler in the WWF. 

What's a beleaguered owner to 
do? 

Wrestling purists often compare 
the mat sport to a game of chess. 
For every move, there is a coun- 
termove, and a counter to the 
counter, in the ring and out of if. 
When Austin claimed the WWE 
title, McMahon found:himseli—and 
the marketability of the WWF—in 
check. \t-was-time-for desperate 
measures, and’ McMahon found-a 
Suitable pawn. 
‘VincesMeMahonsismo dummy,” 


Guest ring announcer Pat Patterson 
tried making a three-count on Dude's 


behalf, but Austin was able to avoid 
the loss. 
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Love tried his best to dethrone 
| Austin; unfortunately for 
McMahon, best was not good 


enough and Dude was fired the 
night after Over the Edge. 


said Gorilla Monsoon. 
“He knows Austin is a 
technically strong 
wrestler, but also that 
_ Austin won't back 
down from an all-out 
brawl. He knows 
_ Austin suffered an 
_ almost career-threat- 


~ Owen Hart piledrived 
him last year, and he 
understands the mental framework 
of a man who has endured that 
kind of near-tragedy. When you 
think about it, Dude Love was a 
perfect wrestler for him to send 
after Austin.” ‘ 

In Dude, McMahon founda 
bloodthirsty brawler he could mold 
into an adequate WWF champion. 
Maybe he is no matinee idol, but 
Mick Foley is a man who has wait- 
ed his entire life to be accepted by 
the public, to achieve the ultimate 
glory in wrestling. All McMahon 
had to do was whisper in his ear. 

“Beat Steve Austin and! will 
make you the biggest star in this 
business.” 

“All the girls will want to meet 
Dude Love.” 





















ening injury when 





_ Brisco as guest timekeeper. fom 


“He's injury-prone . 
oe nu rane, Mk oH 
ness, you can rule the world.” 

After suffering through a 
long feud with The Under- 
taker and meaningless tag 
team matches with Terry Funk, 
Foley was pushed to the breaking 
point by those empty promises. 
Sure, Dude would probably lose 
the belt quickly. Fine, McMahon 
thought, as long as Austin is out of 
the picture. Then the WWF would 
have a Co ae fon eouie 





whole new gatnecs “a 
Only it didn't work nee ie 


To ensure his pawn’s success, — 
old. 





guarantee success (or So nem i 
thought), McMahon declared him- 
self special referee. < 
Even,with, everything in Dude's” 
favor, Austin came out.angry, 
loose, and ready for a fight. Even) 
When Patterson changed the rules 
midstream, making the match first 
a no-disqualification 'maten, then a 
falls-count-anywhere bouty-Austin 
continually held the advantage 


over a hungry Dude Love. 
Though Dude pushed the 
champion to the outermost limits 
of his abilities, opening a nasty cut 
on Austin’s forehead and bruising 
him with punches, kicks, and 
slams, Austin was able to claim 


the win. (thanks: in. small<part to . 
The-Undertaker_who-—choke— 


slammed: both-Patterson=and 


Brisco.whenatheyetried take over 


as referee wherneMieMahon was 


When the brutality of Austin vs. Love 
came to an end, Austin still had his 
title ... and McMahon still had a huge 
problem on his hands. 


Knocked out). Indeed, not only dict 


Both Patterson (above) and Jerry 
Brisco (below) were victimized by 
The Undertaker’s choke-slam when 
they made an effort to help Mc- 
Mahon accomplish his mission for 


the night. 


I. 
e 




















Austin foil the attack, he also 
forced an unconscious McMahon's 
hand to the canvas to make the 
three-count to end the contest. 

“| bet McMahon's surprised that 
a redneck out of Victoria, Texas, 
outthought his. silver spoon-eatin’ 
hide in a chess game,” a sweat- 
soaked Austin laughed after his 
defense against Love. “But I’m a 
helluva lot smarter than Patterson, 
Brisco, and that long-haired freak 
Dude Love. Maybe McMahon 
wants to think of this as a game of 
chess, but | never really gave a 
damn about chess. There are a 
few other games | like to play, but 
fact is | win 'em all!” 

To McMahon's dismay, Austin 
was a convincing winner. And, as 
Austin later said he suspected 
would happen, he fired Dude 
Love, which forced Foley to revert 
back to his Mankind persona, 

“Austin may have won the battle, 
but don't count Vince out of the war 
yet,” cautioned broadcaster Kevin 
Kelly. “There are dozens of other 
top wrestlers that will help McMahon 
if given the right incentive.” 

Austin has taken McMahon's 
pawn, but there are plenty of pieces 
remaining on the board. Even the 
rookie chess player understands 
thatito win the game, you must look 
many, many moves ahead. 

And MeMahon is a superb 
chess,player: O 
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DEMONS BE 
“see, DANINED! 









Asa proud member of NWO Wolfpac, 

'— Sting is relishing his opportunity to get 

x é back into fighting form at the expense of 

; __ The Giant. He's not the least bit intimidat- 
a ale “& i ed ny the ae a of facing him now. “ 
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In 1996, Sting 
couldn’t buy a win 
against The Giant. 
Two years later, both 
men have changed 
dramatically—and 
the match outcomes 
have changed as 
well. All the money 
in NWO Hollywood 
can’t buy a win for 


The Giant these days 


By Steve Anderson 


RESTLING EXPERTS 
will probably forever ana- 
lyze the whys and the 


wherefores in the transformation 
of Sting. What caused his startling 
metamorphosis? Was it a single 
event or a series of occurrences 
that caused the flamboyant, color- 
ful star to turn so brooding and 
dark? 

What we do know is 1996 was 
a tough year for Sting. His charac- 
ter was challenged with the infa- 
mous NWO Sting debacle in 
September, but there was proba- 
bly more that led to a 12-month 
period he would just as soon for- 
get. Rewind to the spring of 1996: 
While Kevin Nash and Scott Hall 
were fanning the initial flames of 
war, Sting was doing battle with 
then-WCW World champion The 
Giant. 

“He was terrorizing everyone,” 


recalled a now-vocal Sting. “He 
was this huge rookie with raw 
skills. | thought | could stop him. 
Maybe | underestimated his power 
and skill back then.” 

Yes, to say the least. The rook- 
ie clearly had the veteran’s num- 
ber. Though he tried his best, 
Sting couldn’t gain an upper hand 
against the behemoth. Match after 
match saw The Giant victorious 
with a crushing choke-slam and 
leaving Sting looking up at the 
lights. Title match or non-title 
match, the outcome was the 
same. The Giant was building a 
career and a reputation at the 
expense of the “Stinger.” 

The string of losses chipped 
away at Sting’s confidence and 
overall mental stability. He was 
haunted by the young wrestler 
who was handily beating him night 
after night. He began to doubt 
himself. The NWO war was getting 
started, but Sting was distracted. 


Using a powerful, relentless attack, Sting wore The 
Giant down at The Great American Bash (left) and final- 
ly finished him with three Scorpion deathdrops (below). 
Just two years ago, Sting couldn't come close to beat- 
ing the burly behemoth. ; 
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It's a long way to the 


canvas 
“Stinger,” 


rebound to gain the 
advantage 
much the same way 


his career, 
rebounded. 





While he still had a demon to exor- 
cise, he was drafted into battle 
against the nefarious insurgence. 

Revenge against The Giant 
would have to wait. 

“Sting was just waiting for the 
first opportunity to forget me,” said 
The Giant, “but | was in his every 
thought. | was in his nightmares. 
You can never escape someone 
this big.” 

But the WCW-NWO war 
pushed Sting into a self-imposed 
exile, From the rafters, he watched 
most of the battles being fought. In 
particular, he watched The Giant 
join the NWO ... and then leave 
the group a few months later. 
Every time he saw his foe, the bad 
memories would emerge. Sting 
was living a nightmare in more 
ways than one. 

When Sting finally returned to 
active competition, he found him- 
self side by side with his former 
foe. He was willing to put aside the 
past in an effort to join forces with 
his new ally. In a way, Sting was 
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for 


glad that The Giant 
was no longer an 
opponent who could 
possibly take away 
any momentum he 
had regained since 
Starrcade ‘97. 

Sting validated his 
commitment to The 
Giant when he agreed 
to be his partner in a 
match against then- 
WCW World tag team 
champions Scott Hall 
and Kevin Nash at 
Slamboree. One week 
before the scheduled 
bout, The Giant shock- 
ingly switched alle- 
giances back to the 
NWO (NWO Holly- 
n wood, to be specif- 
ay ic)\—a move that didn’t 
impact the team’s 
success, as they still 
won the belts. After- 
ward, Sting had to 
make the difficult 
choice to switch alle- 
giances as well. 

“At first, Sting was glad to be at 
The Giant's side, 
because it simply 
meant that he 
wouldn’t have to 
face him again,” 
confided a source 
close to Sting. “While 
he was at his side, 
he could keep the 
demons, if that’s 
what you want to 
call them, in check. 
But that all changed 
when The Giant 
jumped back to 
Hogan’s group.” 

Sting had every 
opportunity to join 
his partner in NWO 
Hollywood. The 
Giant wanted him. 
So did Hollywood 
Hogan and Eric 
Bischoff. However, 
The Giant's invitation 
was starting to have 


the 
but he'll 


too, has 


a reverse effect on the “Stinger.” A 
year of inactivity and a few months 
in which he seemed to lack direc- 
tion all came into focus when The 
Giant flashed a black-and-white T- 
shirt in front of his eyes. 

Sting realized that he needed to 
conclusively face his fears. He 
needed to wrestle The Giant again 
and find a way to beat him. 
However, he couldn’t do it as a 
WCW loyalist. He needed to do 
something a little bolder to really 
grab The Giant's attention. After 
all, almost everyone expected 
Sting to play it safe and stay with 
WCW. He decided to spit in The 
Giant's face. 

“Sometimes extreme situations 
call for extreme measures,” said 
Sting. “If | was to get that big 
goof’s attention, | needed to 
become his mortal enemy. 


Opportunity knocked, and when | 
opened that door, all | saw was 
red and black of NWO 


the 






Ensnaring The Giant in the Scorpion 
deathlock is for some reason a lot 
easier for Sting today than it was in 
1996. The “Stinger’s” career rebirth 
seems complete. 





| 

| Back in 1996, Sting often found himself 
on the receiving end of The Giant's 

rage. Today, those positions have 

| reversed. Sting has been the aggressor. 


Wolfpac. This isn’t about WCW 
loyalty—it’s about something | 
have to do.” 

A WCW loyalist jumping to any 
faction of the NWO is big news. 
When it’s Sting, who was an 
avowed mortal enemy of the organi- 
zation, heads turn. Especially the 
head of a certain 7'4” former cham- 
pion. When he looks, you notice. 
When he speaks, you listen. 

“Don’t think for a minute that 
Sting wants any piece of me,” 
boasted The Giant. “He wants to 
hide out in some punk pack. He 
wouldn’t stay with WCW because 
he actually would have had to fight 
his own battle against me.” 

Sorry, Giant, but that’s just what 
he.did as a member of NWO 
Wolfpac. He fought the big guy 
man-to-man, one-on-one. He used 
three Scorpion deathdrops to beat 
him at The Great American Bash 
and has trounced him in rematch 
after rematch. 

And those pesky demons? 
Gone and forgotten. 

For a traumatized Sting, the 
road to recovery was long and 


winding. Ironically, it ended at the 
doorstep of the NWO, albeit the 
Wolfpac faction. It became time 
to take care of some unfinished 
business with The Giant and 


= 


ow 


| Sting is back! With championship gold 
| in hand, the “Stinger” is revitalized, 
revived, and ready to rule the sport 
FeTef-liptam Mnl-mel-ltlelarcw-lesmelela ee 





realize that there was nothing to 
fear but fear itself. 

Particularly when that fear is 
more than seven feet tall and 
wears black and white. O 
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Jeff Jarrett (left) and Steve Blackman (opposite 
page, right) traded offensive maneuvers during 





Fie 
42 The Wrestle 

















You can call Jeff Jarrett the mouth that 
roared, especially given how loudly he 
roared at Steve Blackman before their 
bout at Over the Edge. The “Lethal 
Weapon” did his best to roar back ... 
but was it enough to be called “great”? — 
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Jarrett isn’t too quick to release Blackman from the 
ropes—but he is very quick to trash-talk his way to a 
psychological advantage over the martial arts master. 


with his mouth, not with the 
wrestling skills he learned from his 
father, Jerry. When he assumed 
the moniker “Double-J,” he took on 
a ring persona that demanded he 
do as much yapping as he did 
wrestling. 

Jarrett’s latest WWF stint has 
been, to be brutally honest, 
unspectacular so far. He returned 
from WCW to tell the world that he 
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had stripped away the glitz 
and glamour from his per- 
sonal style. Months later, 
he dusted off his garish 
ring attire to return to his 
country music “roots” 
alongside manager Ten- 
nessee Lee 

The first person to catch 
his eye since his re-resur- 
rection has been Steve 
Blackman. 

Their feud hit the bright 
lights of pay-per-view 
when Jarrett and Black- 
man competed at Over the 
Edge in a continuation of a 
bitter war they have been 
waging for months. While 
Jarrett vs. Blackman 
doesn't have the marquee 
value of, say, an Austin- 
McMahon match, their 
feud has been no less 
intense. 

Indeed, even before the cam- 
eras began rolling at Over the 
Edge, they were waging war. It was 
a battle that didn’t 
include headlocks, 
suplexes, or even fists. 
It was a competition of 
words. A psych-out. 

Trash-talking. 

Yak, yak, yak. 

Anyone within ear- 















Blackman would prefer to let his actions speak 
louder than his words, but he’s learning to use both 
approaches to their fullest advantage. 


shot of any WWF locker room 
around the country can’t help but 
hear Jeff Jarrett. He berates any- 
one who catches his eye. 

At Over the Edge, Blackman 
was Jarrett’s target—and he pro- 
vided his own counterattack. 

“Well, well, well, look what we 
have here,” Jarrett said as he saw 
Blackman at the end of a long cor- 
ridor. “Blackman, you better pre- 
pare for me, boy. Because 
‘Double-J’ is getting ready to 
teach you the wrestling lesson of 
your life. Oh, ain’t | great?” 

Blackman’s steely eyes met 
Jarrett’s as he absorbed every 
word coming from his foe. 

“You want to be great, Steve 
Blackman? You want people to 
call you great?” Jarrett continued. 
“You have to beat me. Because 
there is no one greater than me. 
Ain’t that right, Tennessee?” 

“Oh, yes, ‘Double-J,’ there’s no 
doubt about that,” Lee concurred 
with his charge. 

“Jarrett, you’re all talk,” Black- 





man, who’s not known as a big 
talker, responded. “You’re a guy 
who talks about upholding tradi- 
tion, but then you betray it. I’ve 
worked hard to learn as much 
about the martial arts as | possibly 
can, and all you do is talk. I’m in 
the gym every day. That’s how 
you become great.” 

“While you were sitting around 
hopin’ you’d be a star someday,” 
Jarrett responded, “I thrived under 
the bright lights of Music City 
USA. ‘Double-J’ never betrayed 
tradition. ‘Double-J’ set his own 
tradition for others to follow. 

“Blackman, you’re scratching 
and clawing your way up that long 
ladder to title contention,” Jarrett 


continued. “You want to call your- 
self ‘great,’ and you hate that | 
personify that word. Blackman, if 
you want to be great, you have to 
beat me.” 

“! will climb that ladder to the 
top,” Blackman retorted, “and | will 
beat you and anyone like you. All 
talk and no action, Jarrett. Any 
man can be beaten, especially 
someone with a big mouth like 
yours. I’ve got the skills to beat 
you, and you know it.” 

“lll grant you this: Every time 
you wrestle me, Blackman, you 
become a better wrestler,” Jarrett 
said. “Those fancy martial arts 
moves will lead you nowhere 
when it comes to facing a pure 
wrestler, the very best the world 


has to offer. But just consider it 
on-the-job training every time | 
whip your butt.” 

lt goes without saying that 
Tennessee Lee again agreed with 
his charge. Blackman just turned 
away without responding. Jarrett 















raised his hands 
in victory as if 
he had just tri- 
umphed in a 
hard-fought ring 
battle. 

The verbal altercation was just 
the prelude to their physical war. 
Blackman shocked Jarrett by dis- 
playing formidable scientific skills 
to match his martial arts skills. 
After getting numerous 2'/2 counts, 
Jarrett (and Lee, for that matter) 
couldn’t tolerate any more. Using 
Blackman’s own martial arts 
weapon, Lee waylaid Blackman, 
allowing Jarrett to easily pin his 
rival. 

“There ain’t enough belt left 
for the notches that | put on from 
beating Blackman,” Jarrett 
boasted after his win. “You saw 
what | did to him tonight. | beat 
him verbally, and | beat him 
physically. ’'ve brought 
Blackman to the edge and back. 


When Jarrett tries to use Blackman’s martial arts weapon, he 
finds himself absorbing some painful kicks (above) that lead 
to yet another possible pinfall (left). 


Now it’s time for bigger and bet- 
ter things.” 

“lam not a steppingstone for 
Jarrett, and | am not a punching 
bag for Tennessee Lee,” muttered 
a groggy and frustrated Blackman, 
who has defeated Jarrett several 









times since Over the Edge. “My 
day will come with him. You take 
Lee out of the picture and Jarrett 
stands no chance.” 

Blackman is starting to see 
some upward mobility in a wres- 
tling career that hasn’t always 
been under the brightest of spot- 
lights. Jarrett has basked under 
those spotlights from the USWA to 
the WWE to WCW and back to the 
WWF. For Jarrett, a feud with 
Blackman is a tuneup for title 
matches; for Blackman, his show- 
ing in a feud with Jarrett could 
determine the course of his 
career, 

Blackman is also learning that 
the battles to be won are more 
than the ones confined to the 
squared circle. Physical and men- 
tal sharpness may be mandatory 
for success—but so, too, are 
debating skills. 

These days, there’s no argu- 
ment about that. oO 
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By Dave Lenker 


today, Brian Pillman 

probably would have 
laughed long and hard 
if you called him a 
peacemaker. You’d 
have a hard time find- 
ing many wrestlers 
from any era who 
enjoyed stirring up 
trouble as much as 
Pillman did. 

But a peacemaker 
in spirit is exactly what 
he was on one special 
night in Ohio. It was on 
that night, in the gym of the Nor- 
wood Middle School—a school 
Pillman attended in his youth— 
that the three most prominent 
wrestling promotions in the U.S. 
put aside their differences and 
came together to honor the memo- 
ry of a man who had touched a lot 
of people in the WWF, WCW, and 
ECW so deeply. 

Pillman, of course, died sud- 
denly of heart disease at age 35 
last October, and though his death 
hit his fans and fellow wrestlers 
extremely hard, it absolutely dev- 
astated his wife, Melanie, and their 
five children (Melanie gave birth to 
another child, Brian’s daughter 
Skylar, the week after this event). 

The wrestling community want- 
ed to do something to help her. 

Enter former wrestler Les 
Thatcher, now the director of oper- 
ations for the Heartland Wrestling 
Association. He coordinated the 


|: HE WERE alive 
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Above, from left to 
right: ECW’s Al Snow 
(and Head), the WWF's 
Steve Austin, 
WCW's Chris Benoit 
pose with Joe Hoch- 
bein, the mayor of 
Norwood, Ohio, who 
proclaimed April 29, 
1998, Brian Pillman 
day in his town. 


Brian Pillman’s daugh- 
ter Brittany (shown 
with Sunny) holds her 
father's old Cincinnati 
Bengals jersey, which 
sold for $350 at the 
auction held before 
the card. 
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$23,500 
Raised 
For 
MEL 
Family 
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From left to right: Brian Pillman’s 
agent, Elliott Pollack, Brian's widow, 
Melanie, and Les Thatcher, the pro- 
moter who coordinated the event, 
show everyone just how much 
money was raised via their efforts. 


first-ever Brian Pillman Memorial 
Event. In addition to getting 
wrestlers from the HWA, the 
Independent Wrestling Associa- 
tion, Music City Wrestling, Ohio 
Valley Championship Wrestling, 
ECW, and WCW to compete on 
the card, he got WWF champ 
Steve Austin and WWF manager 
Sunny to serve as host and host- 
ess for the night's activities. 

From 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., Austin, 
Sunny, Chris Benoit, Chris Jeri- 
cho, Al Snow, and Chris Candido 
made themselves available to fans 
(more than 1,000 attended) who 
wanted pictures 
taken for $10 each 
(a total of 1,050 
photos were 
taken). Then, about 
an hour before the 
opening bout, a 
special auction 
was held in which 
autographed mem- 
orabilia, donated 
by such megastars 
as Ric Flair, Sun- 
ny, Candido, the 
Hart family, Bill 
Goldberg, and 
Cactus Jack, went 
to the highest bid- 
ders. Several wres- 
tlers also made brief speeches. 

“Of all the projects I’ve under- 
taken in over 38 years in pro 
wrestling, this may be the saddest 
yet most rewarding,” Thatcher 
wrote in a flyer distributed to fans. 


It was also a historic event in 
which the WWF, WCW, and ECW 
had no trouble cooperating. Most 
importantly, though, it was a won- 
derfully emotional night in which a 
lot of people got together and 
raised $23,500 to help the family 
of a dear friend who died much too 
young. 

The evening was such a suc- 
cess that Thatcher intends to coor- 
dinate another Pillman memorial 
event during the last week of April 
in 1999. 


_PILLMAN 
MEMORIAL © 
CARD: 


COMPLETE 
~ RESULTS - 


Chile Benoit (with: Woman) 
defeated Chris Jericho ... Al 


‘Snow defeated Chris Candido. 
(with Sunny)... Chip Fairway & 
‘Shark Boy (HWA) defeated 
Sean Casey & Terik the Great | 
(IWA) ... Flash Flanagan 
(MCW) defeated Bull Pain- 
(IWA) ... Reno Riggins & 
Steven Dunn (MCW) defeated 
Brian Taylor & The Bounty | 
Hunter (HWA) ... Nick Dins- 
more (ovew) defeated Trailer 
Park Trash (OVCW). | 





The Wrestler 47 






Picks The 

Winner Of 
His Mask 
Contest! 


HIS WASN'T SUPPOSED to 
be that big a deal. There 
wasn’t even much of a plan 
to it at the beginning. Late last 
year, while the staff of THE WRrES- 
TLER was researching a story con- 
cerning Rey Misterio’s anxiety 
over the possibility of being un- 
masked in the ring, Senior Editor 
Bill Apter chimed in with an idea. 
“This will really be a great 
story,” he said during an editorial 
meeting. “But maybe we should 
have a contest with it and give 
away one of his masks.” 

» “Yeah, and in order to win it, 
people will have to make a mask 
of their own and send it in, right?” 
said Editor-in-Chief Dave Lenker. 
“You're obsessed with these con- 
test things, Bill. You probably think 
it’s a good idea to have Misterio 
pick the winner himself, right?” 

“No, that’s ridiculous,” replied 
Apter. “I’m going to be photo- 
graphing a WCW show next week. 
I'll talk to Misterio and see what 
he’s willing to do. Remember, the 
guy gives out a mask to someone 
in the crowd before almost all o 


his matches. He really cares about 
the fans.” 

So Apter went to that WCW 
show and caught up with Misterio 
a few hours before the matches 
began. As usual, Rey Jr. brought 
with him an assortment of masks. 
He was trying to decide which one 
to wear that night when our senior 
editor approached him. 

It came as no surprise to Apter 










| We sent Adam Holder of 


| Misterio Jr.'s mask (right) 
_ after his entry (top) was 
_ selected as the winner by 
Misteriohimself. 


~ 


































We figured we’d probably get a 
few hundred entries. Then, once 
the February 15 deadline came, 
we’d choose what we thought 
were the best ones and send them 
off to Rey, who would select the 
winner. 

Once again, though, we under- 
estimated our readers. We didn’t 
get a few hundred entries. We 
received a few thousand. 

Okay, some were more creative 
than others, but each one showed 
a lot of effort, and that counts for a 
lot. Two of the most unusual efforts 
we saw were the one in which the 
artist forgot to include holes for 
Rey’s eyes, nose, and mouth on 
the mask, and the one in which the 
artist actually sent us a sewn, fabric 
mask with designs on it. 

So we ended up picking our 
favorite 50 designs and sending 
them to Misterio, who took his time 
in looking over all of them. Finally, 
he called Bill and told him he had 
reached a decision. 

(Drum roll please ...) And the 
winner of the Rey Misterio Jr. 
mask contest is ... Adam Holder, a 
16-year-old wrestling fan from 
Booneville, Mississippi. We told 
everyone that Rey Misterio Jr. 
likes lots of colors in his masks, 
and Adam's design had lots of col- 
ors. So many, in fact, that Misterio 
would probably have a hard time 
that Misterio loved the idea. He Good idea, Rey. getting them all on one mask if he 

immediately pulled one of his So the contest was on. We put ever decided to use Adam's. 
masks out of his bag and gave it a form in the March 1998 issue design. 
to Bill. ang ysinply told you_to “get your The editors of THE WRESTLER 

‘I really like als one,” he s pencils v would like to thank all those who | 
“It's pretty _basiogsta ( lium) a entered this contest and Rey 
favorites. The winner s of id- Misterio Jr. for his time and coop-— 
eration. One thing we learned from 
this whole thing is that Rey has a 
lot of fans out there. Vee, 













The Wrestler 49° 





Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful new 1998 Edition is written by two 
active professionals in the wrestling business who 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including WCW and the WWF! You are advised 
What to do, where to write, how to act, what to say, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are - 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 

+ Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wresting! 
+ Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wrestling 
schools + Tels you where to order boots, = 
tigtts, elc., U.S. and U.K. » Charge i! 


Updated chapter about the nwo! | & 


1998 Inside Secrets on How 
YOU Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of 1998 Edition is only $15, incl. postage! 
Add $5 sh outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2460-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste, 256 ¢ Atlanta, GA 30329 


| pl eG tN 


| i 

‘MOVING?: 

1 = 1 

i Kindly give us 8 weeks advance notice # 
Are you moving? If so, please give us I 
8 weeks advance notice so we can 

y continue to service your subscription 4 


| promptly. Check the magazine(s) list- J 
led below you subscribe to: 


() PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
Cl] THE WRESTLER 

O INSIDE WRESTLING 

C1 WRESTLING SUPERSTARS/ 
oO 

Oo 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 





Shawn Michaels and Hunter Hearst Helmsley double- 
team Mankind. Mankind, Dude Love, and Cactus 
Jack always wrestle hard, says reader George 
Conner. He feels Mick Foley deserved better than the 
“C” we gave him in our WWF Midyear Report. 


Mick Foley deserves better than 
a “C,” no matter who:he is this 
week. He puts his body on the line 
in every single match and tries hard- 
er than anyone else in the WWF. 
He should get an “A” just for effort. 
The New Age Outlaws have 
retained the tag team belts longer 
than anyone thought they would. 
And even if they do get help from X- 
Pac and Chyna sometimes, Billy 
Gunn and Jesse James have beat- 
en plenty of teams with good old- 
fashioned wrestling. | have to won- 
der what you people watch on 
Monday nights when you name 
LOD 2000 the Tag Team of the 
Half-Year. Ten years ago, The Road 
Warriors were the Tag Team of the 
Decade, but now their mere pres- 
ence is an insult to wrestling fans. 

Sunny is Manager of the Half- 
Year? Give me a break. LOD 
2000 hasn’t won anything. | know 


he's not very popular, 
but Jim Cornette has 
accomplished much 
more than has Sunny 
has in the last six 
months. At least his 
wrestlers win every now 
and then. Aside from 
these few points, the 
rest of the magazine 
was great, especially the 

pinup of Sable. 
GEORGE CONNER 
Wesiville, NJ 


DAN WHO? 

Maybe I’m missing 
something, but | don’t 
understand all this fuss 
about Dan Severn. Is 
the NWA title really that 
prestigious anymore? 
Sorry, but Franz Schu- 
man, Rik Ratchet, and 
Metal Maniac (three of 
the men he has wrestled 
recently) are not Ric 
Flair, Dusty Rhodes, 
and Terry Funk. 

Even in the WWF, Severn has 
looked average against such lumi- 
naries as D-Lo Brown and 2 Cold 
Scorpio. Severn has an impressive 
amateur wrestling background, but 
very few contemporary ama- 
teurs—except Rick Steiner, Jack 
Brisco, and Bob Backlund—have 
parlayed their background into 
successful pro careers. Besides, 
tradition counts for very little in the 
new “grown up” WWF. 

Dan is very tough and rugged in 
the ring, and I'm sure a match 
against Severn is no picnic. But | 
don’t think his traditional amateur 
style will carry him very far in the 
current WWF. 

MANNY FLOWERS 

New York, NY [ 





WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


Tommy Rich took some time off 
from his managerial position in 
ECW’s Full-Blooded Italians to 
help Flash Flanagan in his Music 
City Wrestling war with Reno 
Riggins and Steven Dunn ... The 
Firm, a team comprised of Damien 
Law and Dillon Order, is feuding 
with Danny B. Badd and The 
Fabulous Rocker in Mississippi's 
Southern Championship Wrestling. 
Don Bass and Blade Boudreaux, 


two of the top contenders to the 
heavyweight title, are also having 
quite a feud. 

Power Pro Wrestling promoter 
Randy Hales has been having 
problems with Jerry Lawler for a 
long time, and he has finally come 
to the conclusion that Lawler 
doesn’t deserve to be called “The 
King” in Memphis anymore. “He’s 
no role model—he’s nothing but a 
lowdown bum!” fumed Hales. 

A lot of people probably agree 
















—s (a : 
seve caine Wrest 
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with him, but Hales isn’t just run- 
ning his mouth. He has plans to do 
something about Lawler. He is 
searching for a new “King” and 
thinks he has found the right man. 
He’s a member of The Jackyl’s 
parade of human oddities. 

“| have brought in a man who is 
truly a King, who hovers high above 
Jerry Lawler and the rest of the 
world,” said Hales. “The WWF has 
been kind enough to let me con- 
tract him for matches here in 





‘pe: hag’ mae nibeteet: 
; kta 


whom 
n his feud with J ‘ory 






Memphis. | am talking about the 
newest giant sensation, Paul Silva. 
| call him ‘The Giant King.’ 

“Parents, fret no longer. this man 
is the perfect role model for your 
children. The lewd, foul-mouthed 
Jerry Lawler is history here in 
Memphis. This new giant will see to 
that!” 

We'll see if “The Giant King’ will 
see to that. 

That's what's happening. I'll see 
you at the matches! 
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Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


EW WWF ACTION FIGURES-WWF SUPERSTARS 
By Jakks Toys (1996-1997) New line of WWF Action Figures based on some 
of gap most popular WWF Superstars. Each figute has a “Bone Crunching 

when posed. These action figures are 6” tall, ALL JAKKS FIGURES 
ARE $15.00 EACH OR (ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Choose trom: 


st Series 

Undertaker #1» Son con 1 Pas 

Boot Hart #1 (BeASheePri Pats)» L. R 
& A 

Flash Fink * Ken Stanvock » Savo Vega 

Stomp Series 


2nd Series 

Vader * Owen Hat * Undertaker #2 

Bret Hart 62 (Red ShirtSick Pants) » Shawn Michwels (Red Outtt) 
3rd Series 

Brot Hat #3 © Shawn Michee’s #3 + So + British Bulcng 
Atmed Jotrson * Maniond 

4th Series 

Jery “The King’ Lanier + “Stone Coif’ Steve Ausin » Fasroog 
dustin * Hawh Bradshaw + Vader (2 + Hunter Hears! Helmsley 
Sth Series 

Ahened Jobeson + Undertaker + Cruth + Ken Stemrock * Asin 
Signature Series 
Hawk (2 ¢ Avimal #2 * Gokhst t2 + Stove Acsin 316 Set 
Mankind #2 + Hunter Hears! Helmeiey #2 


“Stone Cold Steve Austin + Sycno Sid + Rocky Mais 


OTHER JAKKS FIGURES 


RINGSIDE COLLECTION 


SUNNY - $10.00 VINCE MCMAHON - $10.00 
SABLE -$10.00 REFEREE - $15.00 


4th Series 2-Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 
FEATURED MANAGERS 
Paul Bearer & Mankind, Bob Backlund & Sultan 
Clarances Mason & Crush, Sable & Mare Mero "Wildman" 


5th Series Tag Team 2 Packs 
$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 


LEGION OF DOOM = HEADBANGERS 
NEW BLACK JACKS — THE GODWINS 


SLAMMERS ACTION FIGURES SERIES 1 (1998) 


EACH ACTION FIGURE HAS A DEVASTATING FINISHING MOVE AND BONE 
CRUNCHING-ACTION! 


Undertaker (New Outfit) $10 Goldust $10 Steve Austin (Black Tights) $15 
Bret Hart $10 Monkind $10 Faarooq $10 
Complete set of all 6 Slammer Figuresfor $60.00 Set 
JAKKS LEGENDS SERIES 1 
LEGENDED FIGURES ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCH TALL BOXED FIGURES 
Choose From: 

ANDRE THE GIANT $25 JIMMY SNUKA $20 FREDDIE BLASSIE $20 

CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO $20 Complote set of all 4 Legend Figures for $80 set 


JAEKS RIPPED AND RUTHLESS 


RIPPED AND RUTHLESS ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCHES TALL BOXED FIGURES 


Choose From: 
UNDERTAKER $20 MANKIND $20 GOLDUST $20.00 
STEVE AUSTIN $25 Complete set of all 4 Ripped and Ruthless for $80 set 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


UR. Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m, EST 
oO S Saturday - 10 a.m. to S p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 
THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION 

FIGURES LINES: 

WWE LIN 8 inch Wrestiing Figures from 1984-1989 

WWF Hasbio 4 inch figures fom 1990-1995 

WWF Jakks 6 inch Figures from 1998-1907 

WWF Just Toy Bandoms 5 figutres from 1990 

WOW Galleb 4 Inch Figures from 1960 

WCW San Francine Toytraters 7 inch Figures from 1994-1997 

CMLL 5 Inch manican Wresthers from 1902 

AWA 5 inch Remco Wrestling Figures fom 1986 

SERIES 1 

Each Bolt bas a black strap with gold madaiion 

WE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT KINDS AVAILABLE 

1) Word Heavyweght Championstip 2) World Tag Tram Champions 

3) International Championship 

WE OFFER THEM IN 5 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any mingle belt for $3.00 each 

4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $4.00 contains: 

1 Word Heavyweight Belt, | Internatonal Beit, 2 World Tag Team Bens 

12 PACK OF BELTS FOR $20.00 contains: 

3 Word Heavy weight Betts } internatonal Batts, 5 World Tag Team Bets 

SERIES 2 

EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALLION. 

We harve 4 Detergent Kinds Avadabie 


1 ee een Geeds 3) United States 


SERIES 3 
EACH BELT HAS A GREY STRAP WITH GOLD MEDALLION, 
We have 4 DiParort Kinss Avaliable 
UT Rertaes: 6 Enon eta 3) Tougtenan Champonap, 4) A-Japan 
WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS; Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 
12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS: 3 of cach. 


EXTRA SPECIAL DEAL 

40 PACKS OF BELTS tor 840.00 

You choose the assortment kom any Series 1, Series 2 or Senos 3 

(Simply ted us how many you want of each king and make sure M totals 40) 

MAKE YOUR OWN 4 PACK - $2.00 eect 4 MAKE YOUR OWN 12 PACK - $20.00 set of 12 


NEW JAPAN-PRO WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
- § 1/2 Inch -? 


Action Figures 
By New Japan 
Pro-Wrestling Co 
(1997-1998) 
Finely detailed 5 1/2 inch action figures are inported trom Japan and are based on 
Reat Japanese Wrestlers of the New Japa Pro-Wrestling Federation. They are mint in 
there original package and each action figure {s articulated at the shoulders, Very rare 


Himited quantities!! EW JAPAN PRO WRESTLING FIGURES 

$35.00 oach or any 3 for $190.00 or ALL 6 for $180.00 
CHOOSE FROM: Great Muta # 1(Black Pants) » Masahiro Chono 
Riki Chosyu * Great Muta #2 (Ried Pants) » K. Sasaki» S. Hashimoto Poss 


14 INCH TALKING 
UNDERTAKER FIGURE 
(Mint in Box) by Playmates (1997) $50.00 each 

JAKKS ITEMS 


RAW.IS WAR ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 


Comes With: Austin Amed, Faaroog, Mankind, 
Golddust, Heimsiey $25.00 SET 


WRESTLEMANIA ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 


Comes With: Shawn, Bret, Undertaker, Owen, 
Sid, Vader $25.00 SET 


OFFICIAL 
WWF WRESTLING 
MONSTER RING 


BY JAKKS 
(1996) Mint in-Box made to fit 6* Action Figures ~ $30.00 ea. 


SHIPPING |S $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 
1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 
All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


(1990 - 1994) 


WORLD WRESTLING 
bodies FEDERATION : 

Apel bas HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES J 
**(all mint in package)"* © WWF HASBRO 4” WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
All Figures In This Section are $15.00 each. 
Bret Hart Tatanka #1 
Big Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man #2 
Hacksaw Duggan #1 The Mountie 
1AS Undertacker #1 
Hacksaw Duggan #2 Bushwacker Butch Buskwacker Luke 
Marty Janetty Haadshvinker Fatu Headshrinker Samu 


OTHER WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 


\lanate Warior 63 (Purple Trunks). $50.0)ea Texas Tomado ~ $0.0) ea. 

. Usirats Wernor #1 (Green Troma) . $25.00 a8 
Typhoon __— $0.0 ee 
§ - - $200 ea 
$30.00 08 
$30.00 ea 
$0.00 ca 


Brutus Bealcake #1 
Berzerker 

Es Matador 

Scott Steiner 


Hid Hogan #3 (wes Hae) * d Cree} 
Ted Dinas #1 (Giack Sut} Sates Geelcaice £2 (White § Back) 
dey Sa 

Razor Ramon #1 $3.0 ee 
Razor Ramon ¢2 (wan Black Vest) $25.00 ea 
Hult Hogan (Gorilla Press) ____ $20.00 ea 
Hult Hogan {with Hulkster Hug) $20.00 ea 


Razor Ramon (eit Puta Vest) — 
Jake he Soaie Roberts 
Ted Dittese (i Gener Outtt) 


oxy WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM oe AR 
a? : 


WWF Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures in each set) 
The Bushwacker #* (Luke & Burt) $20.0 set 
The Rockers (Shawn & Marty) $40.00 set 


1996/1997 WWF BEND-EMS 
By Just Toys $7.00 each or (any 4 figures for $25.00 or any 10 for $50.00) 
These are 5° bendable figures and are MINT in package 
tot Series 
Coo 
2nd Series 
The Undertaker $7.00 ea 
3rd Series 
Ath Series 
Vode —_ $7.00 
Sth Series 
Steve Asin _. $71.00 e2 
6th Series 


PMa lor ee Be Hat Tie foro The 


Brier Bulkiog . $7.00 02 Mab $7.00 


PRa Saw Vt 1h Yours — $700 0 


Samy ya Poet Se $7. D0 ea 


Poochly Marva. $7.00 08 


bore Dea Uwe ee Harter Heiesien 7 ee 


For 5° Bend-em figures w/ exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Bend- 
em figure, The bottom of this ring converts into a carrying 
case for the Bend-em Wrestling Figures. ..... $25.00 set 


FAMOUS FIGHTS 2 FIGURE PACKS (Just Toys) 
EACH PACK CONTAINS 2 BENDS EM 5-INCH FIGURES THAT ARE 
PACKAGED IN A SPECIAL FAMOUS DISPLAY BOX. 
$10.00 per set or 


All 3 sets for $25 
STEVE AUSTIN VS, BRET HART 
UNDERTAKER VS. MANKIND 
AHMED JOHNSON VS, FAAROOO 


M asin ard the eng 
Boot Band (1995) 

10 differant songs by Hulk 
Hogan and others 

CO vervion 

Cassette vertion 


14 different songs includes 
many official arena 
entrance themes. 

CO verson 
Cassemte verson 


Contains 15 Official 
Theme Songs 


CD version 
Cassette version 


23.00 
17.00 


60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


Copyright Owners. 





$5,00 each or (any 10 for $45.00) 
(photos are put in a plastic sleeve for protection) 
from: 


British Bulldog 
Golddust Smoking Gunns 
Steve Austin#!-4 Legion of Doom 
Kane (Fighting Undertaker) 
Helmsley and China ‘Sable #1 (back shot) 
Sable #2 (Bikin) 


8 beah or ne 3 ee HIRO 
and in plastic for protection) 
The Undertaker 


WWF Full Color 8x10 
Framed Pictures 
$8.00 each or set of 4 for $25 
Choose from: 

Austin, Undertaker, Sunny 
and Shawn D Generation X 


| SUPERSIZE STUFFED 
HULK HOGAN DOLLS 


These are Supersize Stuffed Hulk Hogan Dolls 
with @ plush body with a detailed face. Hulk is 
wearing a “Python Power” bandana. 
2: ft. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll...... $25.00 ea. 
3“e ft, Stulfed Hulk Hogan Doll ..... $50.00 ea. 
SPECIAL DEAL: Get Both Hulk Hogans for $70.00 
CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
BUDDIES 18” STUFFED DOLLS 
by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 
They are just like the WWF Wrestling Buddies that 
were put oul a few years back. They stand 18° tall. 
Choose from: $25." each or (any 2 for $40,") 
Pierroth or Tinieblas 


NEW 90 MINUTE WRESTLING 
VHS VIDEO BOXED SET 
“THE GLORY DAYS OF WRESTLING - 
The Way it Was 1950's & 1960's” 


rs 


TEL GANaT Days gt 


Killer Kowalski, Haystacks Calhoun, Nature Boy 
. Fabulous roos and more 
$20.00 BOXED VIDEO SET 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE 
; GRAB BAG 
Wresting Eye, Wrestling Fury, PWI, Wrestling Al Stars, et.c (our choice) 
1990s (any 4 for $10.00) 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00) 


WCW SLAM JAM + THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 
TLOFFICAAL THEME SONGS OF TH WOW STARS by Grand Tht Productions (182) 
Songs Included are; “Don't Step to Rion’, "Man jms: 


Factory sealed by Grand Thelt Records (1992) 
i Compact Disc version Is $15.00 
Cassette Tape version Is $12.00 


PAYMENT TERMS; 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


; Monday-Friday - 8 a.m.-6 p. ‘T 
OURS eager ay am, to 8 p.m 


6” WCW WRESTLING FIGURES 


(All figures mint on card) 


Randy “Macho Man” Savage... 
Johnny 8 Badd (sitver tights)... 

Ric Flair (green tights and pools) .. 
Sting (pink and yellow tights) 

Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shirt w/ bell)... 
Vader #2 (black and red) 


Hulk Hogan (Pre-ring yellow/red outfit 
Se (new black and pink outfit} 

lair (red tights) 
Big Bubba Rogers (black pants and he 
Craig Pittman (in Marine outfit) .... 
Alex Wright (leather jacket/blue tights) .. 
Macho Man Randy Savage #2 (red/yellow) 
Booker T (from Harlem Beat) ... 
Stevie Ray (from Harlem Beat) 
The Giant (black tights) 
Complete set of all 10 


WCW WRESTLING RING owe 


(Mint in box) $40.00 each 
with 4 electronic sounds and 
removable steel cage. sa 
size is 13 1/2" by 13 1/2” $:S 


97 wow 3rd SERIES TAG-TEAM 2PACKS 
RARE Limited Edition“A Figures Inc. Exclusive!” 

$25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 

Choose from: Blue Bloods |!!! 

Harlem Heat (blue outfits) Nasty Boys (green outfits) 

NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black outfits 


WCW MONDAY 
NITRO 1997 
7 1/2" Action Figures 
(w/ vibrating action) 
$10.00 each or complete set 
of 8 for $75.00 
Choose from: 
Hollywood Hogan Kevin Sullivan 
Scott Hall Kevin Nash 
The Giant Lex Lugar 
Chris Benoit Sting (bat 


SPECIAL TWO FIGURE PACK 

HULK HOGAN & 

DENNIS RODMAN 2PACK 
This is a 2 figure pack that 
includes Hollywood Hogan 
and Dennis Rodman 
$20.00 for set of 2 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


ONDE SHED Shae DAY Dav RECEIVED Dcancad inte vale Exat 36 PAGE 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


WCW MAIN EVENT 
TRADING CARDS 


WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards by 
et Inc, These came out in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, 
Ric Flair, Macho Man Savage, Am Anderson, etc. Some packs 


contain lect inserted au ry fpf 
le es 


($2.00 per pack) (paca $i. 


So WCW Cars fot $20.0 ghee ores for wal hanghng 


WCW BELT BUCKLE PLAYSETS 
Kid sized belt buckles styled to look lke the real championship belts. 


Opens up to reveal a complete wrestling 
arena with a audience. Each set contains 


1.5 inch tall figures and a WCW sign. 
$12.00 each or (Both Sets for $20.00) 


HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 


WRESTLING BELT 
Comes with the Hollywood Hogan and 
Sting with removable steel cage 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT 
Comes with Kevin Nash and Scott Hall vs, the Nasty Boys Tag Team 


OTHER WCW CARDS 
Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros., 
Sting, Freebirds, etc. (1991) $10.00 per set 


A killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo 100% cotton 
Adult Medium ...,... $20.00 6a. Adult Large $20.00 ea. 
Adult X-Large ...... $20.00 a. Adult XX-Large 


BADSTREET U.S.A. WORKOUT SHIRT 
Killer white workout tshirt w! the Badstreet U.S.A. logo. 100% cotton. 
Adult Medium ... $20.00 ea, Adi Large $20.00 ea. 


Badstreet U.S.A. Black Basebell Cap $16.00 ea. 


“OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE a 
Featuring Michael Hayes, the Freebinds and the Badstreet Band, produced by Samy 
Papa. A cassatie from 1967 by Grand Theft Productions. Great sounding w! 11 songs 
iar hot Baee USK Fac sued by Gand Tk Pree (1967 

CD or Cassette versions are $15.00 each 
BADSTREET U.S.A. - VIDEO (1984) 
VHS format wil fit any VCR, 2 produced by Jimmy Papa 


shot video, is . 
THs 2 HOUR VIDEO INCLUDES abe 


» Starts with the actual music video of "Bad Street USA” 
Sanntoie 4 PM Magazine TV show showing the on location footage during 
«Shows highlights from Toxas Stadium Strap Match Froebirds v. The Von Erichs in a 
6 man tag team match 
+ Shows Freebinds vs Von Erichs the entire 6 man tag team title match all 6 wasters 
In the ring at once anything goes. 
+ Shows another 6 man tage team match Freebirds va, Missinglink, Ackbar and Super 02. 
+ Shows Cindy Lauper with the Freebieds in the WWF debut. 
+ Shows Michael Hayes and the Badstreet bands first musical concert as he sings all 
his hits off "Badetreet USA" Album 
~ Shows parts of another Badstreet concert from a Dallas Night Club 
~ Shows another concert where the Von Erichs come on stage which ends in fighting — 


On stage. 
~ Shows the second video "Boys are back in town" with wrestling highlights and shows 
the behind the scenes taping session. 


PRICE $20.00 PER COPY 


CATALOG 
FOR A COPY 





Copyright Owners. 


NO HOLDS BARRED 


WCW loyalist and punishing one of 
his arch-enemies? 

Speaking of that, case in point 
number four: Sting beats The Giant 
at The Great American Bash and is 
allowed to pick his tag partner to 
defend the WCW World tag team 
title. In a shocker, he picks former 
foe Nash to walk alongside him. One 
week later, Sting and Lex Luger are 
permitted to defend the belts. 

Wrestling has become so per- 
sonality- and marketing-oriented 
that those factors dictate what a 
promoter will do to sell his product. 
Sable is good for ratings, so the 
WWF is not about to banish her. 
Vader is not Vader without his mask. 
The Giant is evil, so he deserves to 
be the victim of an illegal power 
bomb. Luger and Sting make a 
great tandem because NWO 
Wolfpac is so popular right now. 
Why not let them defend the belts? 


(Continued from page 8) 


Not to sound like Matt Brock, but 
| remember when Lord Alfred Hays 
and Bobby Heenan were feuding in 
the old AWA back in the ’80s. The 
culmination of their feud was a 
loser-leaves-town match. Hays lost 
and he left town. The AWA would 
have enforced the ruling, but it 
didn’t need to. Hays left because he 
helt obligated to do so, and that 
was that. 

| don’t think the consequences 
would have been the same had 
Kane lost his mask, or had Mero 
lost to Sable. If Kevin Nash was still 
a bad guy, he would still be cuffed 
and sent away for using yet another 
power bomb. If NWO Hollywood 
controlled the WCW tag title, it 
wouldn't be allowed to name any 
two of its members champions for a 
night. The rules are different for dif- 
ferent people, assuming there are 
any rules at all. What must Lord 


REPLACEMENT FOR 





Despite having lost to Marc Mero at 
Over the Edge, Sable has been allowed 
to return to the WWF. Just because Mr. 
McMahon said so. So much for the stip- 
ulation in that match. 


Alfred be thinking right now? 
Okay, it’s easy for him. There is 
no AWA to come backtonow. [] 





>. EROIDS 


SAFE STEROID REPLACEMENT WITH NO SIDE EFFECTS! 
- NO PRESCRIPTION NEEDED - ANYTHING STRONGER WOULD BE ILLEGAL!! 


S TRIBULUS TERRESTRIS - Dramatically increases testosterone levels (the 
most potent natural anabolic = androgenic hormone). Increased testosterone means easier muscle 
growth along with increased fat burning. 


STRIBULUS TERRESTRIS «= \mported directly from Bulgaria. This anabolic 
is absolutely the best muscle producing, body fat reducing product available. 

BE TRIBULUS TERRESTRIS - Maximum anabolic muscle enhancement, grea 
for athletes who want to gain size, strength, definition, and enhanced fat loss. 
ETRIBULUS TERRESTRIS - Tested on healthy men show testosterone 
levels significantly increasing 30% or more in just 5 days (Milanov, 
Maleeva and Taskov, documentation, 1981.) 


















100% GUARANTEED RESULTS! 


Send O Check or £) Money Order to: P.H.D. PHARMACEUTICALS 
5603-B W. Friendly Ave., #260 * Greensboro, NC 27410 


1-800-914-6559 





DIRECT FROM BULGARIA 





One Bottle (90 Tablets) 
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$29.95 + $5.00 S&H iF SE aig a eS SR a ee eg age its ates 
“- ___ Two Bottles I 
rad get 3rd FREE)| | Address ee 
59.90 + $5.00 S&H 1 « , 1 
___ FREE Underground H rs { 
I 1 


Newsletter with order Phone (___) 
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ANABOLIC ON THE MARKET °* 


Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 
Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


HOURS 
(EST) 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http://www.wrestlingsuperstore.com E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 


OTHER ITEMS WE CARRY IN OUR 
36 PAGE CATALOG 
WWF Wallpaper, WWF 
Inflatable Toys, WWF 
Bandanas, WWF Pogs 
and Slammers, WWF 
Miscellaneous 
Collectibles, Ultimate 
Warrior Comic Books, 
WWF Party Goods, Wrestling Magazines, WCW 
Galoob 1990 Figures, WCW Racing Items, CMLL 
Mexican Wrestling Toys, Original Wrestling Masks, 
Japanese Pro Wrestling Trading Cards - Send $2.00 


FULL AD MASKS 
by Cesar Inc, (1997) 
FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL 
AND FIT COMPLETELY OVER THE HEAD. 
Bret “Hitman” Har1........ 
Shawn Nichaels 
Sycho Kid 
Goldust ..... 
Undertaker 
Mankind 


PROFESSIONAL 
WRESTLING TRIVIA 
BOOK 


#4 PAGE LARGE SIZE FULL COLOR 
WRESTLING HARDCOVER BOOK 


$10.00 EACH 


WWF WRESTLING TRIVIA 
GAMES 800 QUESTIONS 
BY CARDINAL (1997) 

Test your knowledge to the mat with 
this facinating tnvia game about WWF 
Wrestling. Contains 800 Questions 
covering both old and new WWF 
Superstars from the 1970's and 1990's 


LEGENDS $15.00 EACH 


WWF CHAMPIONSHIP BELT 


This is a championship belt that 
has gold ridid plastic 
with soft bell strap (1997) 
$19.00 each Ons Size Fits All 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) | WRESTLING BELTS 


Authentic replica of the Official WWF Champion- 

ship WWF Modallion. Adjustable up to 31° waist, 

Each bolt lists all former champions before 1967 
. Bruno Sammartino, 


Wrestlemania eae 


perster 
van Kolofl, Pedro Morales, and Mull Hogan. 


Die rane 
Wrestling with Rhyme 
by Lanny Poffo 
THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWF 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC. 
“FIGURES INC. EXCLUSIVE” 
(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 

Own a limited edition copy of this book personally 
autographed by Lanny Polio and his brother "Randy 
Macho Man Savage” exclusive for Figures Inc. customers 
ONLY $10.00 EACH! 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


WWF T-Shirts by Trini Co. 


All T-shirts made from 100% cotton. All shirts come in adult and 


Kids Toshitts ......00ss0 15.00 €a, Adult T-ShIPtS .y..cssssceens aed ea, 
Sizes Available Sizes Available 

Kids Medium Kids X-Large Adult Medium Adult X-Large 

Kids Large Adult Large Adult XX-Large 


Marc Mero #1 Owen Hart #1 British Bulldog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 
Mare Mero #1 (Adult only) Goldust & Marlena #1 (Adult Only) 
Legion of Doom #1 (Aduil only) Head Bangers #1 (Adutt Oniy) 


Buried Alive Austin. Do Not Trust 


SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOC: 
1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


K 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


WWF LIFESIZE 
STAND-UPS 


" , “a 
by Advanced Graphics (1996) 
Lifesize Standups are full color 
and actual size 
: Standups are 
— $30,00 each, 
Choose from: Shawn Michaels, The Undertaker, Bret Hart, Diese! 
Note: These are only available to our United States customers. We can not 


send these overseas to other countries due to size of these. For U.S, custom- 
ers, must give street address (no P.O. boxes). 


WWF TRADING CARDS 
ty erp 


pepe eater ah Le) 
Special Deal - Full tactory box of 36 packs for only $20 
by Ewe Flash 
sree ale ordre cir tare tp 
market) saw $1.00 per pack or 15 packs for $10.00 


Sat) Containing many WWF Superstars lke Andre, Hulk, Ut 
NC np nareeenee—ne $10.00 completo set 
for 
the above 145 card set. This is like a baseball card binder that con- 
tains enough plastic sheet card protectors so you can putin the entire 
145 card set oni 


45 
Warrior, 


Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed 

are the best of trading cards made. They look 

domly contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold Leaf cards, 
Randomly inserted autographed cards of the 

Undertaker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 

PRICES: 


— 7 epchaeered 
an sis 


Cobnieh set of all 42 cards for $20.00 
Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set 


WWF PEWTER LAPEL PINS are $5.00 each or (5 for $20.00) 
Choose from: Stone Cold Skull, Austin 3:!6, Shawn Michaels, RIP Urn, 
Raw Is War, Shawn Heart, Anmed Johnson, Sid, Legion of Doom, Sunny, 
WWF Logo, Vader, RIP Casket, Shawn Heartbreak Kid, Rocky Malvia 


WWE DOG TAGS DOUBLE SIDED with 28 Inch Chain 
Necklace are $10.00 each or (2 for $18.00) 
Choose from; Stone Cold Austin Skull,Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, 
Marc Mero, Austin 3:16 logo, Legion of Doom, Savio Vega, Flash Funk 
WWF Keychains are $8.00 each or (2 for $15.00) 
Choose from: Bret Hitman Hart, Undertaker RIP Um, Stone Cold Skull 
and Austin 3:16 logo 
WWF BELT BUCKLES are $20.09 each, 
Choose from: Austin 3:16 Logo Belt Buckie, Sp 
Stone Cold Steve Austin Skull Belt Buckle 
WWF Stone Cold Skull Desk Clock 
are $30.00 each 
WWF HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
by Pubie's Costumes (1996) Chitcren's Cosunes 
Undertaker + w! Jumpsuit & mask 
Smal (4-6) ~ $20.00 e8.; Medium (8-10) - $20.00 0a. 


Large (12-14- $20.0 6. 
: & maak Larpe (12-14) « $20.00 oa. 


WWF AIR 
FRESHENERS 
Complete set of 4 for $6.00 


Set Includes: Undertaker, Steve Austin, Sable and Shawn Michaels 


WWF BASEBALL HATS 
$20.00 EACH 
1. Austin 3:16 
2. D-Generation X 


60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 36 PAGE WRESTLING 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG J CATALOG SEND $2.00 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY FOR A COPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Copyright Owners. 








Gene Okerlund was quite outspoken after Dean Malenko 
lost to Chris Jericho at Uncensored, but Malenko’s tri- 
umphant return has “Mean” Gene eating his words. 


should be able to beat him. And 
by the way, after watching 
Dean underachieve in four pay- 
per-view matches in a row, I 
felt entirely justified in making 
the comments that I made. 
However, being the profession- 
al that he is, Dean took some 
time off, rechanneled his ener- 


MAKE BiG MONEY 
I PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 


the scenes, this book was written for you!! 


Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE, 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions, 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more, 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188B 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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YOU ASKED US 


A: 





(Continued from page 16) 


gies, and has come 
back stronger than 
ever. I’m glad that 
he’s proving me 
wrong.” 
eee 

“I have a question 
for Nicole Bass: 
Nicole, you seem 
much bigger and 
stronger than many 
of the male com- 
petitors in ECW. 
Do you think you 
are strong enough to 
beat any of them in 
the ring?”—Amy Noble, 
Harrisburg, PA 

“Seem bigger and stronger?” 
the behemoth Bass yelled. 
“That’s because I am bigger 


Nicole Bass gives Beulah McGillicutty a 
taste of her power. A professional 
bodybuilder, Bass Is confident she has 
enough strength to beat anyone in 
ECW—male or female—in a fair match. 


and stronger than everyone in 
ECW. In fact, I am big and 
strong enough to do whatever 
the hell I want to. But I’ve been 
hired to watch Justin 
Credible’s back, and I think 


I’m doing a damn good job. 
Ever see anybody mess with 
Justin while he’s in the ring? 
No, you haven’t. And that’s 
because people know they’ll 
have to answer to me if they 
do, These guys, and I use the 
term loosely, are supposed to 
be hardcore, yet they avoid 
me—a woman—like_ the 
plague. I can beat anyone in 
ECW—man or woman—and 
everybody in the company— 
including Paul E.—knows it. 
Besides, even if I wanted to 
climb into the ring with one of 
these mama’s boys, none of 
them have the guts to get in 
there with me. But can you 
blame them? After all, you’ve 
seen my physique.” 
eee 

“I want to ask Raven this ques- 
tion: How could you let Mortis— 
or Kanyon—psych you out and 
sneak-attack you time after time? 
You always talk a good game. 
But is he beating you at your own 
game?”—Jose Jimenez, New 
York, NY 

“In response to your first ques- 
tion,” Raven spat, “I’m not 
allowing Kanyon to attack me, 
J.J. Dillon is letting him attack 
me. Dillon was supposed to cre- 
ate a safe working environment 
for me and The Flock, but as 
you can see, he failed. He sur- 
rounds me with four idiots 
dressed like riot cops who 
haven’t done one thing to help 
me. And wouldn’t you be ‘psy- 
ched out’ if some big ugly goof 
turned up everywhere you went 
and attacked you from behind? 
And then ran away before you 
could get a fair shot at him? P’ll 
stand and fight, but Kanyon runs 
away.” Oj 


Send your questions to: 
YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER 


Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 





SCRAPBOOK 


(Continued from page 33) 


Vader; 2—Dustin Rhodes; 3—Rick 
Steamboat; 4—Sid Vicious; 5— 
Rick Rude; 6—Lord Steven Regal; 
7—Cactus Jack; 8—Ric Flair; 9— 
Sting; 10—Paul Orndorff. 


Quebecer Pierre chokes Scott Steiner 
while Rick Steiner looks on. The 
Quebecers beat the Steiners for the WWF 
World tag team belts in September 1993, 
but only because the match had special 
Stipulations attached to it. 


WWF RATINGS: 1—Yokozuna; 
2—Razor Ramon; 3—The Under- 
taker; 4—Bret Hart; 5—Lex Luger; 
6—Ludvig Borga; 7—Rick Martel; 
8—Irwin R. Schyster; 9—Curt Hen- 
nig; 10—Jerry Lawler. 

ECW RATINGS: 1—Sabu; 2— 
Terry Funk; 3—Jimmy Snuka; 4— 
Don Muraco; 5—Abdullah the 
Butcher; 6—Kevin Sullivan; 7— 
Shane Douglas; 8—Johnny Hot 
Body; 9—Tommy Cairo; 10—The 
Sandman. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Quebec- 
ers; 2—The Nasty Boys; 3—2 
Cold Scorpio & Marcus Bagwell; 
4—Rick & Scott Steiner; 5—The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express; 6—The 
Heavenly Bodies; 7—Mike 
Anthony & Moondog Spike; 8— 


The Headshrinkers; 9—Scott & 
Steve Armstrong; 10—The 
Bruise Brothers. oO 
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Everywhere! 
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cation Of Its Kind! 
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Our Third Annual Issue! 


Now in its third year, Wrestling Yearbook has 
become a publishing event. This year, we re- 
examine some of the sport’s top stars and add a 
number of new names to the mix! 


PLUS ... The fearless Jason 
Conlan has come up with a 
new batch of caricatures, each 
a full-page in size and suitable 


for framing! 
100 PAGES! 
A MUST FOR COLLECTORS! 


To avoid being shut out at the newsstand, use the handy form below to order by mail. 


copies of the WRESTLING YEARBOOK (Vol. Ill). 

($7 per copy, postage and handling included) as payment in full. 
Please send check or money order only to: 

London Publishing Co. 


P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Print your name and address clearly 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


Please send me __ 
| am enclosing $ 





STATE ZIP. 

For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you must add $1 for every copy to be 
delivered by surface mail or $2 for every copy to be delivered by airmail. International 
money orders in U.S, funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 





Nov. 1976: Bruno-Hansen Cage Match: 
Incredible Sammartino Is Victorious Again! 
Also: Bruiser Brody, Dory Funk Jr., Bulldog 
Brower, Andre-Koloff, Mr. Wrestling II, Kansas 
City, Strongbow & White Wolf, Angelo Mosca. 
Nov. 1977: Bruno Sammartino vs. Superstar 
Graham: The Slaughter Must Be Stopped ... 
Now! Also: Snuka-Studd, Jones-Slater, Gagne 
& Brunzell, Ox Baker, Mil Mascaras, Stasiak & 
Steele, Rick Steamboat, Dino Bravo. 

Dec. 1978: The Injury Andre The Giant Must 
Keep Secret. Also: Victor Rivera, Brisco- 
Spoiler, Heenan & Bockwinkel, Tully 
Blanchard, Mulligan, Dino Bravo, 

March 1979: Backlund vs. Ladd: Did Bruno’s 
“Interference” Cost Ladd The WWWF Title? 
Also: Angelo Mosca, Dick Murdoch, Peter 
Maivia, Bob Orton Jr., Bockwinkel-Rhodes, 
Brisco-Race, Crusher Blackwell, Lewin-T. Funk. 
May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: 
Who ts Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack 
Brisco, Larry Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza- 
Mulligan, Chief Jay Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 
July 1979: Ernie Ladd’s Claim: “Mr. 
Wrestling 11 Uses A Loaded Mask!” Also: 
Backlund-Race, Andre-Baker, Bruno 
Sammartino, Nick Bockwinkel, Dick Slater. 
Sept. 1979: A New—And Deadly—Feud For 
Rick Steamboat. Also: Roddy Piper, Superstar 
Graham, Backlund-Brower, Mil Mascaras, Greg 
Gagne, The Bruiser-Brody, Dino Bravo. 

March 1980: Bruno Sammartino; “! Know The 
Secret That Could End Bob Backlund's 
Reign!” Also; Ric Flair, Andre-Brody, Blackjack 
Mulligan, Bobby Heenan, Murdoch-Race, Mr. 
Wrestling II, Nick Bockwinkel. 

April 1980: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty 
Rhodes’ Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, 
Kevin Von Erich, DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel 
& Heenan, Baba-Race, Mr, Wrestling II, 
Youngblood & Steamboat. 

Aug. 1980: The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: 
Stevens & Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team 
Title! Also: Kerry Von Erich, Backlund & 
Skaaland, Nick Bockwinkel, Zbyszko-Bruno, 
Keirn-Muraco, Samoans, Wrestling II-Idol. 
Sept. 1980: Why Ernie Ladd Says ... “I'm 
Tired Of Being Your King.” Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Mad Dog Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, 
Patera-Patterson, Manny Fernandez, Bob 
Backlund, Greg Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 

Oct. 1980: Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missouri 
Title From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. 
Wrestling Il, Pedro Morales, Superstar 
Graham, Dusty Rhodes, Idol-Race. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zhyszko's Claim: “Tony 
Garea Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: 
The Grappler, Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, 
Humperdink-Rhodes, Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling 
ll, Bravo-Bockwinkel. 

dune 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “| Want To 
Break Stan Hansen's Neck!” Also: Ted 
DiBiase, Garea & Martel, Mike Graham, 
Mongolian Stomper, Piper-Superstar, 

Jan. 1982: Rich vs. Masked Superstar: Can 
Tommy Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? 
Also: Bockwinkel-Atias, Mascaras-Steamboat, 
Sullivan-Taylor, Bruno. 

March 1982: U.S. Champion Slaughter vs. 
Former NWA Champion Race: How Harley 
Race’s Attamplt To Win An “Easy” Title Ended 
In Disaster. Also: Jimmy Snuka, Fiair-Idol, 
Steve Keirn, Steamboat-Patterson, Fuji-Albano- 
Saito, Bruno Sammartino Jr., Bruiser-Sullivan. 
April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric 
Flair's Championship Destiny. Also: Tito 
Santana, Valentine-Atlas, Bob Roop, 
Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry. 

June 1982: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat: How 
The NWA Bell Strangled Wrestling’s Greatest 
Friendship. Also: Piper-Armstrong, Hussein 
Arab, Bruno Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura. 
July 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In 
The Hands Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick 
Steamboat, Chief Jay Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, 
Ric Flair, Roddy Piper. 


Aug. 1982: Nick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is 
Too Stupid To Be Championt" Also: Putski- 
Adonis, Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, 
Rick Steamboat, Lawler-Kaufman, 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida: 
The Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have 
Happened. Also: Manny Fernandez, 
Armstrong-Piper, Blassie-Mulligan, Japan, 
Bockwinkel-Hogan. 

Dec, 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro 
Deserve To Be Intercontinental Champion? 
Also: Bob Orton Jr., Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, 
Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, JYO-Bockwinkel. 
Feb. 1983: Exclusive Coverage; Nick 
Bockwinkel Regains The AWA Title From Otto 
Wanz. Also: Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, 
Barry Windham, Martel & Garea. 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The 
Samoans Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou 
Albano? Also: Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, Ladd 
& Rhodes, Flair-Orndorff. 

June 1983: Flair-Windham Match Spurs 
Controversy: Should The NWA Champion Be 
Allowed To Choose His Challengers? Also: 
Ivan Koloff, Bruiser Brody, Kerry Von Erich, 
Andre-Kamala, Brazil-Valentine. 

duly 1983: Ric Flair: “| Wrestle The Men 
Backlund Is Afraid Of." Also; Putski-Adonis, 
Kevin Sullivan, Bob Roop, Martel-Heenan, 
Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk 
Hogan Into Exile: And Only The Fans Can 
Bring Him Back. Also: Briscos, Blackwell- 
Kerry-Race, Mulligan & Windham. 

Nov. 1983: Target—Harley Race! Can Dusty 
Rhodes Fulfill His American Dream A Third 
Time? Also: Rick Rude, Gagne & Brunzell, Tito 
Santana, Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title 
Was Stolen From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy 
Piper, Larry Zbyszko, Dino Bravo, Fabulous 
Ones, Garin & Sunshine. 

March 1984: Is Tito Santana Trying To 
Blackmail The WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, 
Hogan-Race, David Von Erich, Jesse Ventura. 
dune 1984: David Von Erich—We'll Never 
Forget You. Also: Billy Jack, Flair-Race, 
Bockwinkel-Bravo, Brickhouse Brown 

Aug. 1984: Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of 
Stone” Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds- 
Devastation Inc., Sawyer-Sullivan, Lawler & 
Dillon, McDanie!-Race. 

Sept. 1984: Kerry Von Erich Wins The NWA 
Title: For David ... For Texas ... For 
Wrestling! Also: Billy Jack, Bundy & 
Superstar-Road Warriors, Piper & Orndorif- 
Johnson & Atlas, Rick Martel. 

Nov. 1984: The $50,000 Full-Nelson 
Challenge Match: Billy Jack Gets Revenge 
Against Superstar Graham. Also: Piper-Hogan, 
Heenan & Saito, Brody & Hansen, Von Erichs. 
Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick 
Steamboat Feud: Will Dusty Rhodes End It ... 
Or Make It Worse? Also; Tito Santana, Martel- 
Atlas, D. Funk, Mike Von Erich. 

Jan, 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric 
Flair's NWA Title Within My Grasp." Also: 
Albano & Lauper, Koloffs & Kernodle, Road 
Warriors, Lawler & Rude, Scott McGhee, 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & 
Ellering vs. Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson, Also: 
Tonga Kid, tomorrow's stars, Adams-Kevin, 
Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulebreakers 
Singling Out Barry Windham For Destruction? 
Also: Zbyszko-Backlund, Rhodes-Blanchard, 
Tommy Rich, Oliver-Haynes. 

July 1985; It's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard 
Dog Wouldn't Trade It With Anyone! Also: 
Backlund-Martel, Kernodle-Kolotf, Butch Reed, 
Hernandez & Sunshine, Mike Graham. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The 
Road Warriors Invade Japan! Also: Terry 
Taylor, Magnum T.A., Bugsy McGraw, Shelk & 
Volkoff-Windham & Rotundo. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title 
Shot: Ric Flalr—*! Wrestle The Men Hulk 


Hogan Is Afraid Of!" Also: Misty Blue, Rick 
Martel, Kendall Windham, George Steele, Killer 
Brooks, wrestling greats’ all-time top 10. 

June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've 
Told Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair” 
Also: Steve Williams, Hogan-Orton, Flair- 
Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 

Noy. 1986; Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To 
Badstreet U.S.A.: The Rock 'n' Roll Express 
vs. The Freebirds. Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan- 
Orndortf, Mike Von Erich, Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ric Flair's NWA Title Reign: Last 
Chance To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita 
Kolotf, Gilbert & Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah- 
Adams, Nick Bockwinke. 

Feb. 1987: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: 
Magnum T.A. Needs Your Prayers Now More 
Than Ever. Also: Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher 
Yurkot, Terry Gordy, Wendell Cooley. 

March 1987: Ivan & Khrushchev's Kremlin 
Orders: Crush Nikita Koloff’s Russian 
Revolution! Also: Barry Windham, OMG, Brian 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat, Jimmy Snuka. 

April 1987: Hulk's Giant Tasks: Hercules, 
Kamala ... And Andre? Also: Luger-Allen, 
Rich-Lawler, Rude & Femandez-Rock ‘n’ Rolls. 
June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can- 
Ams: Special Analysis Of This WWF 
Superfeud! Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Paul 
Orndortf, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve Williams. 
July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And 
Tell In The WWE? Also: Chris Adams, Hart 
Foundation, Luger & Horsemen, Nikita- 
Comette, Stan Hansen. 

Sept. 1987: Independence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel, Hart Foundation, Bubba, Missy. 
Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: is Randy Savage The 
Fans‘ Last Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken 
Patera, Sting-Gilbert, Horsemen-Freebirds, 
Zbyszko-Gagne. 

Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned 
By The New Wave O! Challengers? Also: 
Hennig-Lawler, Windham-Steiner, Flair- 
Williams, Brutus Beefcake, Ronnie Garvin. 
Jan. 1988; The Experts Agree: The Road 
Warriors Will Turn Bad In 1988! Also: Koloft- 
Taylor, Curt Hennig, Duggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Ric Flair Admits: “I’m Nothing 
Without The NWA Belli” Also: Kerry Von 
Erich, Jim Cornette, Hogan-Andre, Hennig- 
Lawler, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988; After Four Years As Champion 
sy Only Hulk Hogan Can Boat Hulk Hogan. 
Also: Warriors-Demolition, Steve Williams, 
Luger & Dillon, Calgary, Terry Gordy. 

April 1988 (Special Issue): Starrcade, 
Survivor Series, World Class: Wrestling's 
Greatest Day! Also: Midnight Rockers, Luger- 
Horsemen, Santana & Martel, McDaniel- 
Hennig, Bobby Eaton. 

May 1988: Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is 
Still The People’s Champion! Also: Madusa 
Micolli, Owen Hart-Flalr, Tatum & Victory, 
Scott Hall, Luger-Anderson. 

June 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair 
Could Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Martel-Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted 
DiBiase, Nikita Koloff. 

Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor- 
Freebirds, Paul Ellering, Owen & Bret. 

Oct. 1988: The Fantastics Declare: “We Will 
Not Share Our Fans With The Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express!” Also: Rhodes-Windham, Curt 
Hennig, Roberts-Rude, Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 
Jan. 1989; The Horsemen Destroyed! The 
World Title Gained! But The Midnight Express 
Must Still Prove Themselves! Also: Top Guns, 
Hart & Rougeaus, Andre-Savage-Hulk, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich. 

Feb. 1989: The Road Warriors: “Sting, Dusty, 
& The Fans Can Go To Hell!” Also: Madusa 
Miceli, Blue Blazer, Warrior-Hogan, Bigelow- 
Gordy, Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don't Say Snake!” 


Also: Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Bam 
Bam Bigelow, Hercules, Iron Sheik. 

April 1989: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! 
Can Randy Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: 
British Bulldogs, Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, 
Lawler-Kerry, Andre, Mike Rotundo. 

May 1989: Rick Steamboat—Champlon; Rick 
Steamboat—Challenger: Which Is Better? 
Also: Sid Vicious, Dusty Rhodes, Savage- 
Hogan, Samoan Swat Team, Wendi Richter. 
June 1989: Ultimate Warrior's Mission 
Impossible: Destroy Randy Savage For Hulk 
Hogan. Also: Rick Steamboat, Rick Martel, 
Larry Zbyszko, Luger-Windham, Ric Flair. 

July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan 
Cannot Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & 
Perez, Road Warriors, Michael Hayes. 

Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard 
Sunday! Exciusive Coverage Of WrestleMania 
V And Clash Of Champions Vi. Also: Kerry- 
Embry, Randy Savage, Great Muta, Ted 
DiBiase, Teddy Long. 

Sept. 1989: Our Urgent Plea To Ric Flair: 
Don't Wrestle Terry Funk, Also: Demolition, 
Roddy Piper, Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, 
Jerry Lawler. 

Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive 
Preview & Analysis. Also: Eric Embry, Four 
Horsemen, Teddy Long, Hayes-Luger, Art Barr, 
Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage 
-+» And Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiff! Also; Mr. T 
& Von Erichs, Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T, Funk, 
Dustin-Steel Man, Sgt. Slaughter. 

Dec. 1989: Gary Hart: "Muta Took The Sting 
Out Of Sting!” Also: Skyscrapers, Andre- 
Warrior, Barry Windham, Rock ’n’ Rolls, Scott 
Norton, Ken Patera. 

Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Ot Lists. 
Also: Brian Piliman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, 
PY. Chu-Hi, Greg Gagne. 

Feb. 1990: Can Sting Keep Luger From The 
NWA Belt? Also: Terry Gordy, Rick Martel, 
Hogan-Brown, Doom, Nikita Koloff, Bruce Hart. 
March 1990: Funk-Flair: “| Quit!—One War 
Ends, Two More Begin. Also; Nikita Koloff, 
Survivor Series, Steiners, Hogan-Zeus. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of 
Greatness. Also: Luger-Flair, Woman, Piper- 
Heenan, Billy Travis, Badd Company. 

May 1990: Sting & Ultimate Warrior; Running 
A Parallel Course To Greatness. Also: Von 
Erichs, Big Bossman, Pillman & Zenk, Hulk 
Hogan, Mark Callous. 

June 1990: Hulkamania—the Fall And Rise! 
Also: Rockers, Kolotis, Horsemen, Flair-Luger, 
Steiners. 

duly 1990; My 10 Challenges To Ric Flair, By 
Lex Luger. Also; Lanny Poffo, Dusty-Savage, 
Luger-Flair, Doom, Tully Blanchard. 

Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior II: You Can Make It 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, 


Larry Zbyszko. 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! 
Why He Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy 
Jack Haynes, Lex Luger, Doom-Steiners, 
Tugboat, Kerry-Borne. 

Oct. 1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: 
Exclusive SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. 
Also; Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, Tommy Rich, 
Tasmanian Devil, Chris Von Erich. 

Nov. 1990: The Luger-Sting Rivalry: Ready To 
Explode Again! Also; Lawler & Dundee, Kerry 
Von Erich, Harley Race, Steiners. 

Dec. 1998 (Special issue): SummerSlam! 
Exclusive Full-Color Coverage! Also: Stan 
Hansen, Arn Anderson, Ultimate Warrior, Vic 
Steamboat, Scott Putski. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc 
Hoax"! Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also: 
Muta-Steamboat, Hogan-Hart, Ultimate 
Warrior, Cornette & Express, Norman. 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate 
Warrior: Roddy Piper Wants You! Also: 
Gilbert-Jarrett, Cornette & Express, Teddy 


Long, Survivor Series, Scott Norton. 

April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That 
Remain. Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex 
Luger, Tom Zenk, Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The 
WWF Of The Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: 
Ric Flair, Bobby Eaton, Sheik-Brazil. 

June 1991; How Much Longer Can We 
Depend On Hulk Hogan? Also: Nasty Boys, 
Sting, Flair-Gigante, Cactus, Kevin Von Erich. 
July 1991: Can Ric Flair Shatter The “Myth” 
Of Japanese Superiority? Also; LOD-Nastys, 
Steiners, Savage & Elizabeth. 

Aug. 1991: If Sot. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” 
«»- Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? 
Also: Luger-Nikita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny 
Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Sept. 1991: Sting & Luger vs. The Steiners: 
How Their Friendship Survived The Most 
Brutal Match Of The Year. Also: LOD, Cactus- 
Gilbert, Undertaker, Bobby Eaton, Sid Vicious. 
Oct. 1991 (Special Issue): 25 Years—The 
Silver Anniversary Celebration Of Wrestling's 
Most Respected Magazine. Includes: Year-By- 
Year, greatest photos, 25 greatest wrestlers, Q 
& A Bruno Sammartino. 

Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—But 
Loses His Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy 
Piper, Global, Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 
Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: 
Flair vs. Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of 
The Century? Also: Sting, 25 greatest teams, 
Beverly, Cactus Jack. 

Jan. 1992: The LOD’s Championship 
Catastrophe: Overpowered By The Natural 
Disasters. Also: Johnny B. Badd, Mr. Hughes, 
Jake Roberts, Ronnie Gossett. 

Feb. 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon 
Offers Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The 
Piper? Also: Ron Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob 
Backlund, R. Steiner-Abdullah. 

March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday 
In Texas: Has The WWF Title Sulfered 
Irreparable Damage? Also: Brian Pillman, 
Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, Mountie- 
Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 

April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & 
Turmoil: The Magic Is Back In WCW! Also: 
Chris Candido, Paul Orndortf, Lady X, Paul 
Bearer, Hennig & Flair, Michaels & Jannetty. 
May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric 
Flair's Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop 
Him At WrestleMania Vill? Also: Anderson & 
Eaton, Roddy Piper, Dusty Rhodes, USWA. 
June 1992: In Ric Flair’s High-Stakes 
Championship Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid 
Justice Are Mere Pawns. Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW titles, 
Koko B. Ware. 

July 1992: “Number Two Just Won't Do”: For 
Rick Rude, The U.S. Belt Means Failure: Also: 
Madusa, Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse 
Vanessa, Greg Valentine, Sabu. 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior: 
WrestieMania’s Accidental Hero. Also: 
Bunkhouse matches, Undertaker-Roberts, 


Sting, JYD, Rob Van Dam. 

Sept. 1992: Hey, Legion Of Doom—Go For 
The Title Or Go Away! Also: Repo-Crush, 
Mondo Kleen, Freebirds-Valentine & Taylor, 
Dangerous Alliance, Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992; British Bulldog & Ultimate Warrior: 
Why They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. 
Also: Scotty Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel- 
Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect 
Time For A Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: 
Crush, Butch Reed, Sting, Buddy Rogers. 

Dec. 1992: He’s Baaaaaack! Jake Roberts 
Slithers Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, 
Ron Simmons, Hulk Hogan, Michaels-Martel, 
Gilberts-Rock ’n' Rolls. 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: “Hurting 
Jake Makes Me Happy!” Also: Anderson & 
Eaton, Bushwhackers-Moondogs, Ramon- 
Savage, Natural Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His 
Five Most Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt. 
Slaughter, Steve Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob 
Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: 
Razor Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, 
Tatanka, Brian Christopher. 

May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna 
Make His Biggest Splash At WrestleMania? 
Also: Jim Cornette, Christopher-Jarrett, Benoit- 
Scorpio, Windham & Rhodes, Hennig-Luger. 
Nov. 1993; Bret Hart vs. Lex Luger: It's Not 
Over Yet! Also: Rude-Dustin, Hulk Hogan, 
Marty Jannetty, Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka. 

Jan. 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... 
Any Way You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! 
Also: Rude-Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim 
Cornette, Jerry Lawler, Hansen & T. Funk- 
Abdullah & Sullivan. 

May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal 
Rumble Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk 
Hogan, Boss, Douglas-Sherri, Patriot. 

June 1994 (Special Issue): What's Your 
Wrestling 107 Also: Brian Pillman, greatest 
matches, Missy-WCW, Steiners & Harts, Ron 
Simmons, Mr. Hughes, Doink. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We 
Preview The Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer- 
Snuka, Jim Crockett’s WWN, Ted DiBiase, 
Shane Douglas, Terra Ryzing. 

Aug. 1994: Bret's Nightmare Team Becomes 
A Reality: Owen Harl & Yokozuna. Also: 
Cactus-Vader, Flair-Badd, Nasty Boys, Luna. 
Sept. 1994 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report! Also: Vader, Parker-Hollywood Blonds, 
Sting-Rude, WWF legal problems, Prince 
Kharis, Bunkhouse-Rhodes, Public Enemy. 
Oct. 1994: The Undertaker: Two Bodies, One 
Soul. Also: Cactus Jack, Scorpio-Sabu, Terry 
Funk, Sheik, Bunkhouse Buck, Diesel-Michaels. 
Nov, 1994: Hulk Hogan's New 
Commandments: Say Prayers, Take Vitamins 
.- And Kick Butt! Also: Owen-Bret, Steven 
Regal, Johnny B. Badd, Jerry Lawler, 

Dec. 1994: Hulkster Under Siege! Can Hogan 
Hold Off WCW's Best? Also: Lex Luger, Sid 


Vicious, Steve Austin, Dusty Rhodes. 

dan, 1995; Our Holiday Wish List For 1995. 
Also: Johnny B. Badd, DiBiase-Tatanka, Bob 
Backlund, PG-13, Hacksaw Duggan. 

March 1995 (Special Issue): 1994—The Year 
In Pictures. Also; Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, 
WWF '95-WWF '85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911. 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today If ... 
Also: Gunn & Smothers, Harlem Heat, Money 
Inc,, Lawler-Cornette, 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With 
America: Also: Marty Jannetty, Brian Pillman, 
Lawrence Taylor, Bill Dundee. 

Aug. 1995: Don't Let Their Cease-Fire Fool 
You: Shawn Still Hungers For Diesel's Title. 
Also: Lawrence Taylor, Tod Gordon, Hulk 
Hogan, powerful people, Gargoyle. 

Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: 
Steiners, Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas, 

Nov, 1995: “Take That—And Shut Upt” If 
Savage Can't Silence Flair, He's Through! 
Also; Mabel, Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade, WWF 
legends roundtable. 

Dec. 1995 (Special Issuve):"20Shawn 
Michaels; Too Good To Be Second Best! Also; 
Wrestling rulebook, Vega-Ramon, Mama 
Cornette, Kamala-Duggan, Big Van Vader. 
Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. 
Hogan: This Time It’s For Real! Also: Steiners, 
Bodies-Cornette, Arn Anderson. 

March 1996 (Special Issue): 1995—The Year 
In Pictures. Also; Hogan-Hart, Big Van Vader, 
Sabu, Brian Pillman. 

April 1996: Luger, Sting, Hogan, Savage: 
Can't We All Be Friends? Also: DiBiase & Kid, 
Diesel-McMahon, Dallas Page, Jeff Jarrett. 
May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, 
& Razor Play The Pain Game? Also: Public 
Enemy, Steve Austin, wrestling oddities, 
Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Flair. 

June 1996 (Special Issue); Fear Of Height! 
How The Giant Is Paralyzing Wrestling. Also: 
Shock 'n’ Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian 
Pillman, Konnan. 

July 1996: Babes In Boyland! Also: Sunny, 
Elizabeth, Kimberly, Inoki-Vader, WCW tag 
teams, Woman. 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has 
The Title ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do 
With It! Also: Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, 
Booty Man-Sullivan, Mabel. 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report. Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris 
Benoit, Goldust, Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The 
Warrior Is Ready To Rule Again. Also: 
Warriors & Sasaki-Steiners & Norton, Razor & 
Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue Meanie. 

Nov. 1996; Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! 
Also: Glant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, 
Cloudy, John Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: 
Top 10 Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric 
Flair, Mero & Sable, Goldust, Sandman, 
Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage 
Is Set To Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve 


Austin, Michaels-Goldust, Arn Anderson, Van 
Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 

dan, 1997; It Could Happen! Hogan's Next 
Move ... Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New 
Jack, Owen-Bulldog, Ted DiBiase. 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1997 
Has In Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, 
Pit Bull |, Rey Misterio Jr,, Kevin Nash. 

March 1997 (Special Issue): 1996—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Hulk Hogan, Austin-Pillman, 
Dallas Page, Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 

April 1997: Sting: Who Screwed Up This 
Man’s Mind? Also: Hart-Michaels, NWO, 
Sandman, Barry Windham. 

May 1997: Hogan's Headache: The Pain Is 
Piper! And The Remedy Is Revenge! Also: 
Michaels-Hart, Guerreros, J.C, Ice, gang vio- 
lence, Marc Mero. 

July 1997: Infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The 
NWO Losing Its Edge? Also; WWF-ECW, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler. 

Aug. 1997: Dream Match! Sting’s Bat & The 
Side Of Hogan's Head! Also; Ahmed Johnson, 
Kimberly & ODP, WrestleMania sideshow, Jeff 
Jarrett, Jimmy Snuka. 

Sept. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report: Plus: NWO, Shawn-Bret, football play- 
ers, Terry & Dory Funk, Luna. 

Oct. 1997: Bret Hart & Shawn Michaels: How 
Low Will They Go? Also: Paul E. Dangerously, 
ODP & Kimberly, Rhodes family, Keiji Muto. 
Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's 
Career Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn- 
Bret, Jeff Jarrett, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, 
Dreamer-Raven, Dan Severn. 

Dec. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: 
Top 10 Faceoff! Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, 
Paul Bearer, Brian Christopher. 

Hol. 1997; First Owen ... Then ‘Taker ... Then 
Hogan: Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve 
Austin, Bret Hart, Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Dean 
Malenko. 

Jan, 1998: Lex Luger's Plea To Sting: “Read 
This Story—Your Career Depends On it!” 
Also: Hart Foundation, Hardcore Heaven, 
Headbangers, Arn Anderson. 

Feb, 1998: Sting Fever Strikes! And The NWO 
Can't Find The Cure, Also: DeGeneration X, 
Funk-Bret, Horsemen, New Jack-Kronus, Ken 
Shamrock. 

March 1998 (Special Issue): 1997—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Rey Misterio Jr., Undertaker, 
Giant, Road Warriors. 

April 1998: “We've Won!" Maybe ... But Can 
The NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken 
Shamrock, Steiners-Warriors, Douglas & 
Francine, Rocky Maivia. 

May 1998: Mike Tyson: Stepping Into 
Wrestling Hell! Also: Bischoft-Zbyszko, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, Meng & Barbarian, ECW, 
“Hollywood” Hogan. 

June 1998 (Special Issue): “Hollywood” 
Hogan; 10 More Dirt Deeds ... And He's Outta 
Here! Plus: Randy Savage, DeGeneration X, 
Jim Cornette, Randy Savage, then and now, 
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grappler alive! 


Flair and his friend Greg Valentine ina tag 
team match (left). Just how long can they 
trust each other now? 


HE SPLIT BEGAN with a 
seemingly innocent television 
interview. Blackjack Mulligan was 
speaking to one of the local 
announcers. With an inhuman 
snarl, Ric Flair charged forward, 
grabbed Mulligan’s beloved 
cowboy hat, and tore it into little, 
pathetic pieces. 
Mulligan and the entire crowd, 
were stunned. Here was a friend of 
his, allegedly. A friend who would 


destroy Mulligan’s most prized 
possession. A friend? No, a friend 
does not do that. 

Shortly afterwards, Mulligan 
converted to the ways of the 
scientific community. His 
conversion was met with 
disparaging grunts from Flair. 

“That ugly pansy just couldn’t 
take it,” Flair snorted. “Glad | 
don’t have to bother with him.” 

Flair, for all his contempt of 
Mulligan’s sudden shifting of 
allegiances, still remembered the 
intensity of their friendship. For 
years, whenever Flair would 
wrestle someone, he would go back 
and tell Mulligan all about that 
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“has trusted ae two men during his re aetine 
career—Greg Valentine and Blackjack Mulligan. Now 
that Mulligan has turned on him, Flai 

This has made Ric the most ruthles 







opponent. And Mulligan would 
accord him the same courtesy. It 
was inconceivable that Mulligan 
would ever turn on Flair despite 
the fact that Flair held the United 
States heavyweight title, a belt 
Mulligan unabashedly coveted. 

“I want that title,” Mulligan 
said. “Yeah, | know who has it. I 
still want it.” 

Of all the hundreds of wrestlers 
who could pose a challenge to his 
crown, Blackjack Mulligan was 
not considered among this group. 
Or so Flair thought. Until... 

“I want Ric Flair. I want to 
smash that cowardly animal’s face. 
I want his belt,” Mulligan issued 


5 MADE 
KILLER 


WRESTLER CLASSIC! 


For years, Ric Flair has: thrived 
on being what he calls “the dirti- 
est player in the game.” Check 
out this “Wrestler Classic” from 
November 1978 to find out what 
might have made him Such a 
dirty wrestler in the first place 





his challenge. 

Flair blanched when he heard the 
news. He couldn’t believe that 
Mulligan would say that to him. 
He was a friend. Maybe not a 
friend like he once was, but all 
those years of friendship had to 
mean something. 

“I couldn't believe it when I 
heard that treacherous oaf 
challenge me, call me out,” Flair 
said. “Sure I tore up his hat, but 





that was in a fit of rage over 
something else. It wasn’t personal, 
understand? 

“I tell you, if that oversized clod 
wants a fight, he’s got one. Brother, 
he’s getting himself into a rumble, a 
real fine rumble.” 

Rumble is an understatement for 
what transpired the night of the 
championship match. It was a 
grisly, dreadful match. Blood 
soaked everything, Flair, 


During the days when they were friends, Flair helped Mulligan many times. Ric passes 
Blackjack a foreign object to use on an opponent several months ago (left). Now Flair 
and Mulligan are no longer friends as is evident (above) as the bloody war goes on. 
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Flair entered the ring looking snazzy 


(above), but was rendered a bloody mess 
(left). 


OP) 


Mulligan, the canvas, dripped onto 
the referee, slid over onto the 
ringside tables. 

Blood, blood, blood. Blood of 
treachery and reprisals. Blood of a 
friendship destroyed. Perma- 
nently. Blood which has left an 
indelible, malignant scar on Ric 
Flair’s soul. Blood which has 
transformed Ric Flair into an 
encrazed killer, like a wounded 
killer, throbbing with the hurt of 
treason. 

“After this match,” Flair winced 
as some salve was applied to one of 
his many cuts. “I know I can’t trust 
anyone anymore. No one is above 


suspicion, I have to think anyone 
will stab me in the back if they get 
the chance. Mulligan did it, anyone 
can.” 


Stabbing was one of the few 
things not done that night. They 
tore at each other with chilling 
ferocity, utterly oblivious to the 
consequences, to themselves, 
surely to each other. 

“Yeah I wanted him. That guy 
called mea traitor? Well, he isn’t fit 
to live, hear that?” Mulligan 
stormed. 

“I wanted the title and I should 
have gotten it. I could have gone 
on. That’s a lousy excuse, stopping 
a match because there was too 
much blood.” 


As Mulligan tries to rise from the canvas, 
Flair kicks him in the stomach. Flair was 
more ruthless than ever in this match. 


It was obvious that Flair and 
Mulligan would have fought this 
one down to the proverbial death. 
Since there are laws against 
murder, it was mercifully stopped, 
with Flair retaining the belt. And 
the scars. 

“You know what it’s like not to 
be able to trust anyone?” Flair said 
in a high, punctured voice. “I can’t 
trust anyone. 

“Mulligan and I were like 
brothers, closer, even, ‘cause with 
brothers you’re born together, but 
with a friend you come together on 





your own. 

“But after the way he stabbed me 
in the back, I have to mistrust 
anyone who comes close to me. | 
see how everyone in the wrestling 
world is after me. Now what do I 
do? 

“Do I wait for them, stupidly 
keep walking into ambushes so 


they can bludgeon me like 
Mulligan tried to do? 
“Or do I start attacking 


everyone, on the idea that everyone 
is after me, that everyone wants my 
hide, that I better get them before 


they get me? 

“Hah, you know what choice I 
have. The decision has been made 
for me. I have to go on the warpath, 
a real killing warpath with only 
mutilated bodies behind me. This 
really woke me up, damnit and I’m 
not taking anymore chances. 

“I won't confide in people. No 
more, You have to really prove 
yourself before I'll trust you again. 
As far as I'm concerned, everyone 
is an enemy. 

“And you know what I do to 
enemies.” O 
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TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
| BILL GOLDBERG | BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
270, Tulsa, OK Combined weight: 496 pounds 
(2) WCW World & U.S. heavyweight champion (1) WWE World tag team champions 
2 STEVE AUSTIN NWO WOLFPAC 
252, Victoria, TX Combined weight: N/A 
(1) WWF World champion (-) WCW World tag team champions 
3 THE UNDERTAKER SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
328, parts unknown Combined weight: 447 pounds 
{-) No. 2 contender: WWF World title (5) ECW tag team champions 
4 BOOKER T MASA CHONO & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
250, Harlem, NY Combined weight: 505 pounds 
(-) WCW TV champion (-) IWGP tag team champions 
5 KEN SHAMROCK 5 EIGHT-BALL & SKULL 
235, San Bernardino, CA Combined weight; 517 pounds 
(5) Mo. 3 contender: WWF World title {-) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
6 LEX LUGER 6 JIM NEIDHART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
265, Chicago, IL Combined weight: 520 pounds 
{-) Mo. 3 contender: WCW World title {-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
7 ROCKY MAIVIA LOD 2000 
272, Pearl City, HI Combined weight: 560 pounds 
(7) WWE Intercontinental (3) Mo. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
8 ROB VAN DAM CHRIS CANDIDO & LANCE STORM 
237, Battle Creek, MI Combined weight: 457 pounds 
(9) ECW TV champion (-) No. 1 contenders: ECW title 
§ STING 9 PUBLIC ENEMY 
260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 583 pounds 
3) Me. 4 contender: WCW World title (-} No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
10 KENTA KOBASHI 10 THE HEADBANGERS 
261, Fukuchiyama, Japan Combined weight: 488 pounds 
Crown Kane (9) No. 3 contenders; WWF World tag title 
wcw WWE ECW NWA 
World Champion: World Champion: ECW Champion: NWA Champion: 
GOLDBERG VE AUSTIN SHANE DOUGLAS DAN SEVERN 
(1) 270, Tulsa, OK (C) 252, Victoria, TX {C) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (C) 265, Detroit, MI 
HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 1—ROCKY MAIVIA 1—ROB VAN DAM 1—ROD PRICE 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (1) 272, Pearl City, HI (1) 237, Battle Creek, MI (3) 265, los Angeles, CA 
RT 2—THE UNDERTAKER 2—TAZ 2—COLORADO KID 
(7) 250, Harlem, NY (3) 328, parts unknown (5) 248, Red Hook, NY (2) 231, Denver, CO 
LUGER 3—KEN SHAMROCK 3—LANCE STORM 3—-DORY FUNK JR. 
(5) 265, Chicago, IL (4) 235, San Bernardino, CA (-) 234, Calgary, Alberta (7) 250, Amarillo, TX 
NG E 4—BAM BAM BIGELOW 4m fMAR, GILLIS 
(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA (9) 345, parts unknown (8) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ (5) 221, Vancouver, British Columbia 
HALL INTER HEARST H 5—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 5—BARRY WINDHAM 
(-) 290, Miami, FL (2) 279, Greenwich, CT (-) 225, Waterbury, CT (1) 273, Sweetwater, TX 
RIS JERICHO WEN HART 6=JERRY LYNN 6—SID VICIOUS 
(10) 225, Vancouver, British Columbia (5) 227, Calgary, Alberta (7) 214, Minneapolis, MN (8) 318, West Memphis, AR 
7—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 7—JEFF JARRETT ABU 7—ERICH SBRACCIA 
(-) 260, Tampa, FL (7) 230, Nashville, TN (4) 225, Bombay (-] 242, Boston, MA 
THE GIANT 8—MANKIND 8—CHRIS CANDIDO 8--DOUG GILBERT 
(8) 430, parts unknown +) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (10) 226, Carteret, NJ (6) 241, Lexington, TN 
MALENKO 9—VADER ROTTEN 9—RIP ROGERS 
(3) 216, Tampa, FL (8) 450, Denver, CO (2) 302, Philadelphia, PA (9) 239, Cleveland, OH 
10—ULTIMO DRAGON 10—X-PAC 10—SPIKE DUDLEY 10—LANCE DIAMOND 


(-) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 
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(-) 212, Minneapolis, MN 


(-) 155, parts unknown 


{-) 230, Richmond, VA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. 
All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses 
indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 
category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


For period ended July 10, 1998 


AAA: Champion—Perro Aguayo Sr.; 1—Abismo Negro; 2—Pentagon; 3—Octagon; 
4—Heavy Metal; 5—Fuerza Guerrero; 6—Cibernetico; 7—Sangre Chicana; 8—Perro 
Aguayo Jr; 9—E] Corbade Jr.; 10—Latin Lover. 


ALL-PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Moxx Justice; 1—Donovan Morgan; 2— 
Moondog Moretti; 3—Vic Grimes; 4—Vinny Massaro; 5—Robert Thompson; 6— 
Michael Modest; 7—Erin O'Grady; 8—Boom Boom Comini; 9—Tony Jones; 10— 
Frank Murdoch. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Glen Osbourne; 1—Reckless 
Youth; 2—Lance Diamond; 3—Inferno Kid; 4—Devon Storm; 5—Ace Darling; 6—Mike 
Quackenbush; 7—Boogie Woogie Brown; 8—Mr. Ooh La La; 9—Mark Shrader; 10— 
Christian Cage. 


GRANDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—George Steele; 2— 
Bob Steele; 3—Jake Lawless; 4—Mandingo Warrior; 5—Alexi Taktarov; 6—Jason Lives; 
7—Ron Starr; 8—Koko B. Ware; 9—Middknight; 10—King Kong Bundy. 


INTER-CONTINENTAL PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Steve Sharp; 1—King Mabel; 
2—Treach Phillips Jr.; 3—Motley Cruz; 4—Nitetrain C. Crane; 5—Bill Ash; 6—Odell 
Buckingham; 7—Johnny Jett; 8—Johnny Morton; 9—Doug Masters; 10—Luke Graham Jr. 


MID-SOUTH PROMOTIONS: Champion—Kevin Northcutt; 1—Mr. Wrestling Ill; 2— 
Rod Price; 3—Elijah Levay; 4—Guido Buttafucco; 5—Crazy Joe; 6—Kerry Rockwood; 
7—Paul Edwards; 8—Redd Dogg; 9—Stan Sweetan; 10—Devil Boy. 






NATIONAL WRESTLING CONFERENCE: Champion—Sabu; 1—Bobby 
Bradley; 2—Johnny Paine; 3—Suicide Kid: 4—The Russian Brute; 5— 
Greg Valentine; 6—Honky Tonk Man; 7—Jake Roberts; 8—Big .; 9— 
Koko B. Ware; 10—Mustafa Soed, 


NWA EAST: Champion—Headshrinker Samu; 1—Quinn Magnum; 2— 
Gator; 3—T. Rontula; 4—.B. Destiny; 5—Poul Atlas; 6—Brian Anthony; 
7—Bubba the Bulldog; 8—Brandon K.; 9—Sean Evans; 10—Lord Zoltan. 


NWA NEW ENGLAND: Champion—trich Sbraccia; 1—Vic Steamboat; 
2—Tony Rumble; 3—Knuckles Nelson; 4—Tony Atlas; 5—EI Mascarado; 
6—Joel Davis; 7—Devon Storm; 8—Pink Assassin; 9—Ace Darling; 
10—Storm Trooper. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Julio 
Sanchez; 1—Reckless Youth; 2—Lunce Diamond; 3—Christian Cage; 4— 
Glen Osbourne; 5—Tiger Khan; 6—George Steele; 7—Dave Patera; 8— 
Chris Krueger; 9—Mike Quackenbush; 10—Boogie Woogie Brown. 


POWER PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Jerry Lawler; 
2—Kane; 3—Brian Christopher; 4—Kid Wikkid; 5—Bill Dundee; 6— 
Billy Travis; 7—Giant King; 8—Streak; 9—Koko B. Ware; 10—B.J. 
Awesome. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—ttalian Stallion; 1— 
George South; 2—Black Angel; 3—The Boron; 4—Super Ninja; 5— 
Ripper; 6—The Breeze; 7—The Bodyguard; 8—American 6.1; 9— 
Flaming Youth; 10—Cruel Connection II. 





NEW JAPAN ALL-JAPAN EMLL PROMO AZTECA 
IWGP Champion: Triple Crown Champion: EMLL Champion: Promo Azteca Champion: 
TATSUMI FUJINAMI KENTA KOBASHI UNIVERSO 2000 KONNAN 
(C) 234, Oita, Japan (2) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japan (C) 215, parts unknown (C) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
1—KENSUKE SASAKI 1—JUN AKIYAMA 1—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 1—PIERROTH JR. 
(1) 233, Tokyo, Japan (1) 230, Hiroshima, Japan (3) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (1) 251, Cuernavaca, Mexico 
2—MASA CHONO 2—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 2—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 2—PIRATA MORGAN 
(3) 235, Tokyo, Japan (C) 245, Ashikaga, Japan (-) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (2) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 3—AKIRA TAUE 3—NEGRO CASAS 3—TINIEBLAS JR. 
(9) 225, Tokyo, Japan (3) 265, Chichibu, Jopan (9) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (3) 256, Montclova, Mexico 
4—KOJI KANEMOTO 4—JOHNNY ACE 4—FELINO 4—SILVER KING 
(-) 205, Osaka, Japan (4) 250, San Bernardino, CA {-) 165, Mexico City, Mexico (5) 215, Mexico City, Mexico 
5—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 5—MAUNUKEA MOSSMAN 5—ULTIMO DRAGON 5—BLACK MAGIC 
(4) 270, Tokyo, Japan (-) 245, Honolulu, HI (-) 175, Mexico Cify, Mexico (4) 238, london, England 
6—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 6—GARY ALBRIGHT 6—DR. WAGNER JR. oR. 
(2) 287, Gifu, Japan (7) 343, Billings, MT (-) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (6) 249, Acapulco, Mexico 
7—DON FRYE 7—WOLF HAWKFIELD 7—ATLANTIS 7—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
{-) 235, Sierra Vista, AZ (+) 272, New Port Richey, FL (4) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico (7) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
8—JUSHIN LIGER 8—TAKAG OMORI 8—EMILIO CHARLES JR. 8—TARZAN BOY 
(5) 206, Hiroshima, Japan (9) 221, Tokyo, Japan (-] 222, Mexico City, Mexico (8) 205, Monterrey, Mexico 
9—EL SAMURAI 9—HIROSHI HASE 9—BLACK WARRIOR 9—PSICOSIS 
(-) 213, Tokyo, Japan {-) 225, Kanazawa, Japan (6) 221, Mexico City, Mexico (9) 200, Tijuana, Mexico 
10—KAZUO YAMAZAKI 10—STAN HANSEN 10—SHOCKER 10—EL DANDY 


{-) 182, Tokyo, Japan (5) 322, Borger, TX 


(7) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico (10) 235, Jalisco, Mexico 
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He finally made it! We were so close to doing it 
months ago. Our ratings committee debated the issue 
for hours on end (okay, maybe that’s a slight exaggera- 
tion). But when it came right down to it, before Bill 
Goldberg beat Scott Hall and Hollywood Hogan on 
the night of es 6 and electrified the more the paid 
crowd of nearly 40,000 in the Georgia 
Dome by winning the WCW World 
title, we couldn't quite bring ourselves 
to do it. We could not make Goldberg 
number one in our overall Top 10. 

But for at least this issue, he is the 
top dog. Here’s why we have him 
ranked above WWE champ. 

First and foremost, the new WCW 
World champion remains undefeated. 
He had won more than 100 consecu- 

tive matches as of press time. 

Second, no one who had dared to challenge him in 
WCW had even come close to beating him. Think about 
it; Can you recall anyone getting a two-count on “Da 
Man”? And there haven't been many one-counts, either! 

Third, even before he took on Hogan and Hall, he 
had stepped up his level of competition and continued to 
dominate. Perry Saturn hasn't been able to do much 
against him. Raven got run over. Even Sting had no 
answers for him when they met_in an impromptu chal- 
lenge match on June 13 in Pittsburgh. 

But understand that this is no slight to “Stone-Cold,” 
who has had a lock on that top spot for months. Despite 
what Vince McMahon says, we feel Austin has been an 
exemplary WWF champion. He showed a ton of 
‘courage by coming back and regaining the belt from 

‘Kane a night after he lost it at King of the Ring: Let's 
see, in addition to Kane, he has beaten Rocky Maivia, 
Dude Love (and Mankind), and Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, just to name a few of his more worthy chal- 
lengers. 

On the subject of ratings of a slightly different kind, the 
1998 “PW/ 500” is just around the corner. It'll hit news- 
stands October 6. One of the many tough questions we'll 
have to answer when we compile this year's “500” Is this: 
Where does Goldberg belong on that list? He might still 
be undefeated when it comes time to answer that ques- 





Bill Goldberg 


tion, but we have to take into account the fact that he did 
face a lot of mediocre opponents during the last year. 
And the fact that his repertoire is Still: quite limited | 
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(although: this hasn't hurt him at all yet). 

Right now, “Stone-Cold” is the front-runner to grab 
the’ number-one spot on that list, but does Goldberg 
belong in, say, the number-two spot? Hey, The Giant 
almost got number one in his first year in the sport (he 
was second behind Shawn Michaels in the 1996 “PW/ 
500”), so in Goldberg's case ... who knows? 


Good news for a change. it's about time we 
saw some bonafide tag teams competing in WCW. 
Maybe the federation’s tag team divi- 
sion isn’t dying after all. This isn’t to 
say we believe Sting and Kevin 
Nash deserve to be World tag team 
champions. Sure, they're capable of 
beating any team in WCW, and they 
might just beat every one of them at 
some point, but J.J. Dillon and the 
rest of the WCW Executive Commit- 
tee made a big mistake when they 
ordered a match between Sting and 
The Giant for The Great American Bash, with the win- 
ner getting the tag belts and the right to choose his 
championship partner. 

Should a tag team title ever be up for grabs in a sin- 
gles match? 

And the fact that Sting, having beaten The Giant, got 
to simply give one of the tag team belts to Nash and pro- 
claim him a champion made absolutely no sense. 

But at least there are some solid tag teams pursuing 
those belts again. Booker T and Stevie Ray have 
reunited as Harlem Heat and have already had a crack 
at the belts. Public Enemy, who, like the Heat, are for- 
mer WCW World tag team champs, are making a bit of 
a comeback. They’ve made the tag team ratings this 
month. And let's not overlook duos like High Voltage, 
Hugh Morris and The Barbarian, Chris Benoit and 
Sieve McMichael, and Masa Chono and Hiroyoshi 
Tenzan (the IWGP tag team champs), all of whom are 
active on the WCW circuit again. Any of those duos 
could make a run at the WCW belts. C 





The Giant — 


That's all for this month, \f you have any questions or thoughts 
about all the injuries in wrestling right now, we want to hear 


from you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” ¢/o THE Wrestler, Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
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When it comes to warestiing: Pro Weeseline 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on > N 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. : 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 





Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


TF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones! 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute!Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdompis'£1.00. 

Kids, get. yoursparénts’ permission. 

BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX . 4457/08-97 
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